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Carol Service
11th December
Christmas Service
See Page 5
Christmas Bingo - page 11
Film Night - Page 16

A lovely thing about Christmas is that it’s compulsory,
like a thunderstorm, and we all go through it together.
Garrison Keillor
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A new 40 page illustrated booklet - now on its third
reprint!
ST LAURENCE LURGASHALL
A SHORT HISTORY
has been compiled by Robert Stedall
This outlines the story of this ancient Anglo-Saxon
edifice and the background to its many fine artefacts
in the context of history.
Copies are available in the Church porch, The Shop,
or from robert@stedall.com. £5 to Church funds.
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Church Services for December 2022
4 December
2nd Sunday
of Advent

10.30 am

Northchapel

St Nicholas Family Service

6.00 pm

Lurgashall

Evensong
Rev. Canon Nigel Nicholson

11 December
Advent 3

6.00 pm

Lurgashall

Carol Service
Rev. Jack Mulder

18 December
4th Sunday
of Advent

10.00 am

Lurgashall

Holy Communion
with Baptism
The Venerable Luke Irvine-Capel
Archdeacon of Chichester

10.30 am

Northchapel

Holy Communion

6.00 pm

Ebernoe

Carol Service

10.00 am

Lurgashall

Christmas Family Service
followed by Holy Communion
Rev. Canon Nigel Nicholson

11.00 am

Ebernoe

Christmas Service

-

Lurgashall

There will be no service
The church will be open
for private prayer

25 December
Christmas Day

1 January
2023

December 2022
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Sidesmen
Date

Sidesman

Reading

Colour

4 Dec

Russell and Rebecca
Lawrence

Isaiah 40: 1-11
Psalm 96: 10-end
Matthew 18: 12-14

Purple

11 Dec

Amanda Worrall

Nine lessons and carols

Purple

18 Dec

Anthea Martin
Jenkins

Matthew 1: 18-end

Purple

25 Dec

John and Elizabeth
Clark

Service Sheet

White

St Laurence’s Church Christmas Services
Sunday 11th December

6.00 pm Carol Service followed by
mulled wine and mince pies

Saturday, 25th December 10.00 am Family Service
followed by a short service of
Holy Communion at 11.15

4

Lurgashall Parish

December 2022

From the Churchwardens
This month we start on a rather sombre note. It is a
matter of great sadness to us that Mike Pavia, our longterm Honorary Treasurer and even longer PCC member,
has had to retire as Treasurer because of his illness. Mike
is a committed Christian and has been a pillar of church life at St. Laurence’s
ever since his arrival in the village nearly a quarter of a century ago. Our
thoughts and prayers are with him and Judy.
It has also been an unhappy month because the church was broken into by
thieves who desecrated our holy place. There is considerable damage but
luckily not too much of consequence was stolen – it can be replaced and we
are insured. However, the shock of finding that people can stoop so low as to
rob a church (which is deliberately left open 24/7 for private prayer) was
considerable and particularly upsetting.
But on a more cheerful note, and looking forward, we have good things to
report. First, we are delighted that Neil Harding has immediately stepped up
and taken on the role as Treasurer. He has thrown himself into the task with
his customary gusto so we are once again back in the position where the
Chairman of the Fete is also PCC Treasurer! Thank you, Neil.
And having just held a very moving and well-attended Remembrance Sunday
service – over £550 was raised for the Poppy Appeal, thank you – we are now
looking forward to the Christmas period. We start this with a special candlelit Evensong at 6 p.m. on Sunday 4th December. This is another of the
different style of services which we are trying and we hope that you will
enjoy it. Then our Carol Service (mulled wine and mince pies, of course!) will
be held the following week, also at 6 p.m. There will not be a ‘midnight’
service on Christmas Eve but Christmas Day will see our usual Family Service
which is normally so well supported.
These are the special occasions, but meanwhile the daily life of the church
goes on and it will continue to be open for everyone, 24/7. We believe it is
vital that our Lurgashall community continues to have this spiritual resource
available to all - at all times. Please continue to support us in helping to keep
it so.
Elizabeth and Amanda
December 2022
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LURGASHALL PARISH COUNCIL 2022/23
Lurgashall Parish Council held a meeting on Thursday 10th November
2022. Full DRAFT minutes from the meeting will be available to
view on the website. The noticeboard on the Village Green is
currently out of action but this will be repaired and refurbished in the
Spring.
There is one vacancy on the Parish Council. If you would be
interested in becoming a Councillor, please contact any member or the
Clerk.

Mrs Helen Cruikshank
Clerk to Lurgashall Parish Council
Email: helencrk@gmail.com
Tel: 01798 860788
www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall
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Chairman
Mrs Anthea Martin-Jenkins
a.martinjenkins@btinternet.com
01428 707294

Mrs Jane Landstrom
landstrom@mac.com
01428 707318

Vice-Chairman
Dr Andy Tate
a.tate@lurgashall.org

Mrs Vanessa Semmens
vanessasemmens@yahoo.co.uk
Mrs Brett Burkhart
brettburkhart@hotmail.com

Other Councillors
Mr Ray Cooper
ray.cooper258@btinternet.com
01428 707596

Mr. Andrew Loughan

Mr Neil Jowett
NeilPeterJowett@btinternet.com
01428 707371

Vacancy

Lurgashall Link Facebook Group

Here to
support

A private Group that operates like a notice
board and is purely for residents of our
Parish.
A space where our village community can interact and support each
other; and share up to date news, events, questions and neighbourly
requests.
Let’s all become better connected.
If you are not on Facebook and would like to get involved but don’t
know how, please get in touch via email or phone and we’d be happy to
help set you up.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lurgashalllink:
lurgashall.link@gmail.com
December 2022
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P A C T NEWS
Petworth Area Churches Together
working together in harmony
NEWS FOR DECEMBER
More Foodbank Volunteers Urgently Needed
As autumn progresses, demand on Petworth Foodbank is increasing and
we are currently on a volunteer recruitment drive so we can manage the
workload. We have expanded the food packing team to the number
required but are still in urgent need of more volunteers to help deliver
emergency food parcels and also to take up new signposting/phone holder
roles.
We always aim to deliver emergency food parcels on the day of the referral
to our service as we know that people often wait until they have run out of
food before seeking help. We are fortunate to have a great team of
volunteers who are willing to go out to fulfil these ad-hoc requests at short
notice. However, it has been increasingly difficult to manage the requests
and we need more volunteers to ensure that people are not left struggling
without food.
Deliveries are on an as and when required basis and are always made in
pairs. The two volunteers meet at the United Reformed Church in
Petworth to collect the box/boxes of food. We deliver in Petworth and also
to surrounding villages such as Northchapel, Graffham, Fittleworth,
Loxwood, Wisborough Green etc. As the colder weather approaches and
demand rises, a volunteer can expect to go out once or twice a week to do
a delivery if possible. Volunteers do need to be able to lift a 15kg box.
Although all our current volunteers drive, it would be possible for someone
who lived close to the centre of Petworth without a car to accompany
another volunteer on a delivery.
The second role we are advertising is for signposting/phone holders.
This is a new and much-needed role for Petworth and will be based on a
similar system to the one operating successfully already at Midhurst
Foodbank. This system will have the potential to help people beyond just a
8
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3-day food parcel. As well as organising a food parcel delivery, the phone
holders will be able to refer people or point them towards other
organisations that can provide further help such as Citizens Advice, local
charities and small organisations such as Family Support Work and the
Fighting Chance Baby Bank, agencies that provide advice on debt
management, Carers Support, the Rotary Club, and many others. Training
will be provided for these roles.
The phone holder role will be on a rota basis with one person doing one (or
more days if they wish) per week. It will be from 09.30 to 16.30 Mondays to
Fridays only and home-based. We estimate that the phone holder will
receive one to two calls per day. A good mobile phone signal will be
essential to fulfil this role. We are looking for people who are
compassionate and can listen without judgement to the people who phone
through for help.
More details of the above roles plus online application forms, can be found
at: https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/volunteer/
If anyone has any questions about either role and would like to speak to
someone before applying, please e-mail
info@chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk
Getting help from Petworth Foodbank
We can only provide food parcels to people once we have received a
voucher (usually an online referral voucher) and we want to ensure that
local people are aware of where they can go to get a referral/voucher.
There are many people/organisations who can provide vouchers such as
schools, churches, GPs, social prescribers and charities. We have not had
any vouchers this year from any of the local churches so we’d be grateful if
congregations could be reminded that they go to their vicar or priest for a
voucher.
The other way that people can get help is by contacting Citizens Advice
freephone: 0808 278 7969 or 0344 477 1171. Alternatively, people can ring
Chichester District Foodbank on 01243 773687 and they will be helped with
a referral to Citizens Advice in the first instance.
pactpetwroth@gmail.com https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/
Extracted from an article by Ines Garcia, Lead Coordinator, PACT Petworth
Foodbank
December 2022
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THE VILLAGE HALL 50:50 CLUB
November’s Lucky Winners:
1st prize: Karen Bonnett
2nd prize: Caroline Ayrton Grime

Please Join - It could be you next
month!
Members pay between £2 and £10 per month.
Prize money is over £100 per month, with a bumper
£300+ Christmas prize.
To join call Stephen Meyer on 01428 707162 or email
srmeyer2000@hotmail.com

VILLAGE LUNCH
The Christmas lunch will be on Monday
12th December. The list is in the Shop and
closes on the Thursday before the lunch.
Anyone living in the village is welcome.
Please contact Erica, 01428 707162, if you
have any dietary requirements.
The Northchapel School choir will be
coming to sing carols on the 12th.

AFTERNOON TEA
There will be no Village Tea in December and January.
10
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Perfectly aged & ready to be enjoyed!
Discover our wonderfully individual English sparkling wines, hand-crafted using the
finest grapes grown at our beautiful Sussex vineyards.

12

www.roebuckestates.co.uk
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Lurgashall Archive

Our heritage
matters

The final answers to the Archive Quiz
We e had f n i h he A chi e Q i and e hope i
and interesting for you too.

been en e aining

8.

How many Lurgashall cricket team players have won the Horns at the
Ebernoe Horn Fair since 1966? Bonus points if you can name them!
Answer: Five, and they were:
1966 Gary Sharp
1983 Francis Dillon-Thiselton
1989 Andrew Heimann
2000 Scott Evans (right)
2006 Adam Sharp (below, with
horns)

Back, from left: Martin Dillon-Thiselton, Julian Bonnett, Aaron Evans, Alex Wadey,
Lee Huffer, Glynn Evans
Front, from left: Colin Sharp, Daniel Dillon-Thiselton, Charles Fraser, Adam Sharp,
Rory Lawson, Scott Evans

December 2022
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9.

What business or trade was run at Dial House on Dial Green in the
1890s and early 1900s?
Answer: A laundry
Domestic service apart, there was little or no paid employment available for
a woman living in rural areas in the 1890s. For young widows especially,
there was often no alternative but to take in laundry if they no longer had a
husband to bring in an income and if they wanted to avoid the workhouse.
Widow Elizabeth Clarke seems to have made something of a reasonable
living out of running her own laundry from Dial House. In 1891 she was
employing one laundry maid and, to supplement her income further, had a
lodger, William Short, who was a whitesmith by trade.
E abe h a
e
c ea b
e be e e he a b
E abeth
Johnson in the 1840s to a family living for several generations at Gospel
Green, when the building was divided into 2 or 3 tenement homes.
E abe h
e A a
ed a a a d e The e a e
ec d f
when Elizabeth married or anything about her husband or any children, but
she was widowed by the time she was 47 in 1891.
Ten years later Elizabeth was working as a housekeeper at Old Mill Farm for
W a Sh
a ed fa e
Cha e Ja e Sh
B Cha e
died in 1905 and it appears that Elizabeth then returned to Dial House to
revive her laundry business. By 1911 she was aged 66 and employing three
people, including her niece Ada Sophia Bridger, to help her in the laundry,
and she also had one servant.
We know that Elizabeth
was still working as a
laundress at Dial House
in 1913, but after that
we lose track of her.
If anyone has any more
information about
Elizabeth Clarke (née
John on
e d lo e o
hear.
Dial House today
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10. La a Hill H e Na a Hill Fa
The road up to Hillgrove, is it
La a Hill
Na a Hill
A
e Ac all i
ei he beca e i called Hillg e La e, but it has
always struck us as strange to have two such similar yet different names
next door to one another.
Halfway up Hillgrove Lane stands
the entrance to Navant Hill Farm
(pictured), which dates back to the
late 16th century. The property was
originally kno n a No a
Hill, but
by the mid-1800s it was known by
its present name, Navant Hill Farm.
Until at least 1911 the cottages
further down Hillgrove Lane were
known as Navant Hill Cottages.
Directly opposite the entrance to
Navant Hill Farm is the imposing
Edwardian property known as
Lavant Hill House. Just a little
further up is Lavant Hill Cottage,
probably once a garage or similar
outbuilding to the big house. The
house was probably built c.1910.
In the 1911 census there is only a
single occupier a Mrs Lydia Minister whose husband, Walter George
Minister, was a butler by profession. Interestingly, the face sheet of the
cen
eco d ho a o al add e of Na an Hill Ho e b he N i
c o ed o and an L
i en in abo e
Why the name changed is lost in the mysteries of time unless anyone
ca hed ligh
hi

The Lurgashall Archive team wish you all a
peaceful and happy Christmas.
Archive opening times in December
Wednesday 14 Dec, 2.30 5pm
Lurgashall Archive: contact Sarah Matthews, archive@lurgashallvillagehall.org

December 2022
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LURGASHALL
VILLAGE HALL
Wednesday, 7th Dec

7 for 7.30pm

Fame is not all plain sailing in this sequel to the original hit
comedy which was screened in the Village Hall in 2019.
We rejoin the Band almost a year after the success of their
debut album, as they face the pressures and temptations of
their newly found fame, the making of a second album, and
performing at Glastonbury…
16
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support your community shop

Christmas & New Year

There are many wonderful seasonal items to tempt you this month, so why not
buy the very best from Lurgashall Village Shop to give to friends and family at
Christmas. Browse the seasonal display with gifts and stocking fillers, advent
calendars, cards and gift wrap. As 2022 comes to a close, we would like to thank
our staff, volunteers and customers for their continued and invaluable support.
We wish you and your family a very happy Christmas and our best wishes for
2023.
Mince Pies & Fruit Cakes
Excellent selection of Wines & Spirits
Quality meat from Young’s Butcher
Fresh bread from Sodt & Jengers Bakery
Fresh fruit & vegetables from Crossways
Fresh milk & dairy from Southview Farm

Seasonal Pickles & Preserves
Selection of British & French Cheese
Gift boxes of Chocolates
Christmas Gifts & stocking fillers
Christmas Cards & Gift Wrap

VILLAGE SHOP
OPEN
CLOSE
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
CHRISTMAS EVE
CHRISTMAS DAY
BOXING DAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
NEW YEAR’S DAY
MONDAY
TEL
EMAIL
WEBSITE

December 2022

22 DEC
23 DEC
24 DEC
25 DEC
26 DEC
27 DEC
28 DEC
29 DEC
30 DEC
31 DEC
1 JAN
2 JAN

9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM

5.00 PM
5.00 PM
1.00 PM

1.00 PM
1.00 PM
1.00 PM
1.00 PM
1.00 PM
5.00 PM

POST OFFICE
OPEN
CLOSE
9.00 AM
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
9.00 AM
CLOSED
CLOSED
9.00 AM

4.00 PM

12.00 PM
12.00 PM
12.00 PM
4.00 PM

01428 707277
lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com
www.lurgashallvillageshop.uk
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WOODLAND MANAGEMENT IN THE WEALD
DURING THE TUDOR AND STUART PERIOD

This is the second of two articles sourced from a PhD thesis for the
University of Sheffield on ‘The Glass Industry in the Woodland Economy of
the Weald’ written by Colin Jeremy Clark in 2006.
The ‘Weald’ of Kent, Surrey and Sussex takes its name from the German
‘Wald’ meaning forest and has always been one of the most wooded areas
of England. With its damp clay soil making it less suitable for tillage, cattle
have tended to be bedded on ferns rather than straw. Nevertheless, it is a
happy coincidence that English oak, the most desirable and durable timber
for most industrial purposes, thrives in its damp conditions, making it the
predominant Wealden species. There are of course other varieties, but
beech, which grows well on the chalk Downs, is not so successful in damp
clay soil, and elm, ash and hornbeam have always been less sought after.
There have been many competing demands for oak, although, after 1574,
larger ‘staddells’ were earmarked for shipbuilding. The English merchant
fleet grew tenfold, during the reigns of Elizabeth and James I to 4,500
vessels, and there was a need for more and larger warships to protect from
Spanish incursions, making the availability of mature oak a matter of
national importance. It is estimated that the building of a warship of 400
tons absorbed up to 800 trees. Timber which was between 80 and 120years-old was needed, and, for larger vessels, 180-year-old trees were
preferred, but, at that age, the centre might have rotted, leaving it as a
matter of judgement when they should be cut. During Henry VIII’s reign, 131
Royal navy ships were constructed, continuing at a similar level under
Elizabeth I. Repairs to existing vessels absorbed another 50 percent to the
timber needed for new vessels. It is understandable that there was a
prohibition on the sale of ships abroad.
Iron production for ordnance was also of national importance and blast
furnaces and forges in the Weald needed huge quantities of charcoal,
initially, at least, sourced from oak. At its height, the Wealden iron industry
had at least 52 blast furnaces, with the charcoal requirement of each
18
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absorbing 160 acres of woodland per year, a collective total of 8,320 acres
annually. Although the industry was not permitted to use timber of the size
needed for shipbuilding, this was difficult to monitor. Charcoal which
tended to be made by immigrant workers was also in demand for
gunpowder.
Although elm and chestnut could be used in the construction of buildings,
oak was favoured, particularly for churches and mansions, being stronger
and more durable. With the English population rising from 2.5 to 5.2
million between 1500 and 1650 there was significant urbanisation, with
the population of London rising from 70,000 to 400,000 over the same
period. Although, by 1600, there was greater use of stone and brick in
construction, wood was still needed for rafters, joists, flooring, staircases,
doors, window frames, laths, and wattles etc. It is estimated that even
small houses absorbed 79 trees in a variety of sizes. Although oak shingles
could be used for roofing and were lighter than clay tiles, they were less
durable and needed regular replacement. Timber used by the London
market was generally delivered from the Weald, either overland or by ship
from Littlehampton and Arundel, where, during the 1570s, the 12th Earl
widened and cleared the channel to the sea to improve access to the
Wealden hinterland. Many boards and frames were manufactured in the
Weald. This added value and simplified transportation.
In 1568, glass manufacture was transformed by the arrival of Huguenot
artisans led by Jean Carré who brought in specialist glass makers from
Lorraine, making the area round Chiddingfold the most important glass
producing area in England. In France, beech had traditionally been used to
melt the mixture of sand, wood ash and lime held in crucibles. With beech
being less readily available in the Weald, it seems that any dry wood was
used, with each glass house consuming 11-18 tons of fuel per week – an
insignificant amount by comparison to the needs of the iron industry. The
melting process required a long hot flame licking round the crucibles. In
England, billets or faggots made from a variety of different wood types
were cut into convenient lengths. These needed to be dry, as any moisture
lowered the kiln temperature, and damp wood would spit and smoke
contaminating and discolouring the glass. With charcoal lacking a long
flame, it was considered unsuitable. Glasshouses were situated in wellDecember 2022
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wooded areas, as sand and other ingredients were easier to transport than
the wood needed for fuel. Wood ash was collected from kilns and furnaces,
but its alkalinity meant that it was also in demand to make soap and
saltpetre.
Lime used in the glass making process also needed to be burned and could
also be used as a fertiliser and for mortar in the brick industry. Faggots
which provided an intense heat were used in brick, tile and pottery kilns,
and also for bread making. All this added to wood consumption.
Once again, oak was the preferred timber for barrels to transport beer, salt
fish and ash. With the staves being cut radially to the centre of the log, twothirds of the available timber was wasted. When barrels were sent abroad,
exporters were required to return with sufficient timber to replace them.
During Saxon and Plantagenet periods, animal husbandry dominated
farming activity, with farmers moving their livestock into the Weald along
ancient drove ways during summer months. During this ‘pastoral stage’,
farmers with time to spare undertook secondary activities as carpenters,
wheelwrights, wood turners, makers of agricultural equipment, broom and
utensils, and in the gathering, cutting and transporting of firewood.
Woodmongers transported wood for fuel to London from Rye and
Winchelsea and later from Littlehampton and Arundel, but the lack of
navigable rivers and the muddy tracks in winter made transportation
difficult.
Steps to preserve woodland in England faced an uphill struggle. Although
there was little Royal forestry in the Weald, it became ‘an inefficient and
outdated administration’ with ‘the lack of a coherent policy’. The
preservation of game was considered more important than preserving
trees, resulting in young shoots being severely damaged by wildlife and
browsing cattle. By contrast, private landowners began to dispense with
deer parks to seek a profitable return from their land. Replanting with trees
which would not reach maturity for 80 to 120 years, never seemed a good
investment, but, as early as 1550, steps were taken to prevent the
conversion of Wealden woodland for tillage and pasture. In 1558,
regulations were put in place to preserve larger oaks for shipbuilding. This
led to the use of coppicing to enable landowners to make a quicker cash
20
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return, with younger trees being cut to their stumps and being allowed to
regenerate for recutting every 7 to 15 years for charcoal making and billets.
It was oak (yet again) and hazel which proved ideal for coppicing, but beech
proved unsuitable. Under the 1543 Act for the Preservation of Woodland,
landowners were required to replant 12 trees for timber per acre,
interspersed with coppice. Although this encouraged the upward growth of
larger trees, their shade discouraged the underwood. Coppice was thus
planted separately from ‘staddells’. Furthermore, coppice needed to be
enclosed to prevent young shoots (“springs”) being damaged by cattle and
deer.
Christopher Darrell realised that, if a large enough area were made
available, coppice of a single wood species could be planted in sectors to be
cut in rotation every 7 to 15 years. This made the production of fuel wood
sustainable and, being in consistent sizes, it was more suitable for charcoal
manufacture. Darrell was exempted from the cutting limits imposed by
Statutes in 1558 and 1581 in the hope that others would follow his example
(although it is not clear that initially they did so). Ironmakers were now
heralded as preservers not destroyers of woodland, but it is estimated that
a single iron furnace producing 250 tons of iron per annum used 2,500 acres
of managed coppice with a further 1,500 acres required for the fining
process. Although most iron manufacturers were also large landowners
positioned to provide managed coppicing, this was not true of glass makers
where the industry was dominated by aliens, who were not permitted to
purchase land and were thus at a disadvantage.
Another sustainable solution was to ‘top and lop’ 12 to 21-year-old trees, so
that the trunk continued to grow. This was coppicing but at a high level.
Despite being effective, it was labour-intensive requiring ladders and saws.
A similar technique was to stimulate growth by pollarding trees in
hedgerows.
Being foreigners, glass makers were mistrusted. Although they were
required to impart their skills to the locality, they avoided doing so and were
accused of failing to pay duty on glass manufactured. This resulted in their
use of wood coming under scrutiny (although this was probably an excuse).
Although attempts had been made to use coal to manufacture glass, its

December 2022
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sulphur content discoloured the product. In 1611, Sir Edward Zouch changed
the shape of glass furnaces to enable ‘sea coal’ with a low sulphur content to
be used. When this was patented in 1614, a ban was placed on using wood as
fuel for glass furnaces. This brought Chiddingfold glass manufacture to an
end and by 1618 all local glassmaking had moved to Newcastle.
Even now iron manufacturers competed with shipbuilders for the available
wood, but by the beginning of the 18th century, Abraham Darby was
developing coke-fired blast furnaces driven by waterpower in Coalbrookdale
in Shropshire so that the Wealden iron industry also petered out, allowing
Wealden timber stocks to be regenerated for shipbuilding.

Robert Stedall ©

Coppiced woodland
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT
featuring traditional and contemporary carols
and Chilcott’s

LITTLE JAZZ MASS
Saturday 17th December 2022 | 6pm
St Mary’s Church, Petworth
The Leconfield Singers
Highfield School Chapel Choir
English Philharmonia Brass
Conductor | Graham Wili

10th
Anniversary
Year

Retiring collection for the Sylvia Beaufoy Centre, Petworth

December 2022
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WHO WAS WENCESLAS?
Wenceslas (not to be confused with St Nicolas or Santa Claus) was treated as
a martyr and a saint immediately after his death in the 10th century. He was
a Bohemian duke noted for his ‘great piety and princely vigour’. A 12th
century preacher wrote: ‘No one doubts that, rising every night from his
noble bed, with bare feet and only one chamberlain, he went around to
God’s churches and gave alms generously to widows, orphans, those in
prison and afflicted by every difficulty.’ Shortly after his death, the Holy
Roman Emperor, Otto I (962-973) posthumously conferred ‘regal dignity and
title’ on him, so that he is now referred to as ‘King’.
The carol was written in 1853 by the hymnologist John Mason Neale, Warden
of Sackville College, East Grinstead, in collaboration with his music editor,
Thomas Helmore. Neale was a member of the Oxford Movement, anxious in
inculcate medieval Catholic melodies into Anglican hymn writing. In 1849, he
wrote a prose version of the Wenceslas story, which tells of his footsteps
melting the snow for his page, who said: ‘My liege, I cannot go on. The wind
freezes my very blood. Pray
you, let us return.’ The King
encouraged him saying:
‘Follow me on still. Only
tread in my footsteps, and
you will proceed more
easily.’ The servant
‘carefully looked for the
footsteps of the King: he set
his own feet in the print of
his lord’s feet’.
Somewhat incongruously, Neale adapted words to the tune of a 13th century
Finnish carol found in Piae Cantiones a collection of seventy-four songs
compiled in 1582 by Jacobus Finno, the Protestant headmaster of Turku
Cathedral School. The original carol was written in Latin to be sung in
springtime on a far more racy theme, some of which has been translated as:

24

Lurgashall Parish

December 2022

Maidens and clerics,
Let us go out together,
Let us play for the love of Venus,
That we may teach the other maidens.
Neale’s choice of melody was severely criticised by his contemporaries, who
claimed that it had been written as an Easter hymn and was not ‘traditional’
as he claimed, with his words being described as ‘doggerel’. Elizabeth
Poston, in the Penguin Book of Christmas Carols refers to it as the ‘product
of an unnatural marriage between Victorian whimsy and the thirteenth
century dance carol’. The Oxford Book of Carols hoped that it would ‘pass
into disuse’, but as Brian Scott says: ‘Thankfully they were wrong’ for it ‘still
reminds us that the giving spirit of Christmas should not happen just on that
day…’. ‘It could have been awful,’ say Jeremy Summerley and Nicholas Bell
of the British Museum, ‘but it isn’t, its magical … you remember it because
the verse just works’.
Sourced from Wikipedia
Robert Stedall

Training at Pope's Oak near Cowfold in
November 2022 - a little damp!
December 2022
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Of Moles and Chainsaws by way of Whites Green
Your esteemed editor – asked for more copy – a dangerous move which has
prompted the Whingeing Gardener (AKA The Auld Fool) to dust off his
keyboard and bring back to life a great character and one-time resident of
Whites Green.
To those not yet familiar with the full parish,
Whites Green is at the southernmost reaches
marked by Whites Green Common and just three
houses – and here once lived Algie Moss – longterm farmer of Westland Farm, Fox Hill – a rustic
country gentleman and great character – in fact he
was a modest and kindly man with a great sense of
humour – he would be amazed to hear that people
would be interested in his life and doings……
However…. Here is a little of Algie Moss in his
later years……
In about 1970 Algie's Land Agents decided that it would be in his Landlord's
interest if Algie were to 'retire' - the farm was to be gentrified and sold - it
was, and in 1999 after considerable upgrading was sold for in excess of £1m
– I would not dream of being so rude as to reveal a current valuation !
Algie was an old-fashioned farmer, he milked the house cow by hand on a
three legged stool, cut his corn with a binder, stooked the sheaves in the
fields and threshed the corn with a great threshing machine powered by
whirling belts.
As part of his tenancy settlement Algie was moved to Whites Green as my
next door neighbour – and the next few years were a complete delight - Algie
was a country gentleman with a great sense of humour and a measured
respect for authority.
The house at Whites Green into which Algie moved was, in the 1600’s owned
by a Mr Thomas White – hence Whites Green (always written without the
apostrophe) where the 14 mile long Petworth Park wall does an inexplicable
dogleg around the tiny area of common land - five and three quarters acres 26
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(described as disputed but
unmodified) and now Owned by
the Trustees of Leconfield Estates
and regarded locally as a bit of a
rebel enclave !
The only freeholder on the
common, with the permission of
the Leconfield Estates, maintains
the actual Green which boasts an
amazing wildflower meadow by
adopting an annual cut-and-clear
and keeping the boundaries back
from scrub and bracken ingress.
He has done so for more than
thirty years (but I’m 81yrs old this
year and not sure what the future
holds…..)
Sneezewort

Always worth a trip out in the summer for the Sneezewort flush if you miss
the spring orchids – you’ll find Whites Green on the boundary between
Tillington and Lurgashall parishes – and both parishes try to look after our
souls. (OS grid 494700,125100 post code GU28 9BD)……..the folk of the
Southdowns National Park have a great affection for the common which
revealed during a recent survey that it boasted 30 species of interest and
“the finest colony of Sneezewort that the surveyor had ever seen"….
I seem to have digressed, but that happens increasingly……..back to
Algie……. Algie and I enjoyed weekly sessions in his parlour with slabs of
strong cheese and jars of homemade pickled onions (provided by me)
washed down with plenty of Guinness (supplied by Algie) while 'watching'
television gameshows - rocking with laughter at the serious bits and
mocking the contestants when they got things wrong - on the hugescreened TV's which he bought second-hand and cheaply - all
demonstrating the most appalling colour/contrast and sound.
December 2022
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His diet would have health enthusiasts tearing their hair out.....loads of meat
and fish - bread- but no vegetables - always fried in the huge black frying pan
with infrequent fat changes ! Must admit mackerel flavoured rump steak is
probably an acquired taste.
Algie burnt wood to keep himself warm through the winter and dragged
huge branches which he ‘noticed’ beside the road, back to his cottage - tied
with old rope to the rear bumper of one of his ancient Jaguars - these would
be cut to size using a venerable chainsaw brought from the farm with a
petrol engine the size of a motorbike. Well into his eighties I would
sometimes catch him standing on top of his woodpile roaring chainsaw in
hand with the chainbar passing between his wellie booted feet….my own
sons have now banned me from such devices but needs must when the Devil
drives….
He also had a hatred of moles and soon after
he moved in I noticed a figure wearing
striped pyjama trousers and a long sports
jacket standing motionless on his lawn at 6
o’clock in the morning. BANG !! ...and his
trusty Winchester .410 shotgun saw off
another of his enemies - later I heard a
raucous noise from his garden and found
Algie sawing the end off his shotgun because
he had dipped the tip of the barrel into the soil and exploded it.
That gun lived in my gun cupboard after his death until I decided that old age
and guns were not a good idea and surrendered my Shotgun Certificate and
Firearms License........next time remind me to tell you about Algie’s bowler
hat and the giant spider …..and why he never slept in the cold bedroom at
the east end of the house…….
They threw away the mould when Algie went - I still miss him.....
David Cole (AKA The Whingeing Gardener)
07836-572274
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On Tuesday December 6th, Sandy Burnett will give a talk on

“Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley”
Celebrated musician and broadcaster, Sandy Burnett will
share a selection of much loved Christmas music from
The Nutcracker to JS Bach
Mulled Wine will be served after the talk
There is no talk in January
Talks held at 2pm in Fittleworth Village Hall RH20 1JB
Doors open 1.40. Coffee & tea afterwards
Non-members welcome for £7 (cash only please)
Contact Jackie Buckler on 01903411086
or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org
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LURGASHALL OIL BUYING GROUP
The November oil order for c.10,000 litres has been placed with
Watson Fuels at 82.10 ppl + VAT.
The next order will be placed in the first week of December.
I send an email to members on the first of each month asking if they
want to join that delivery and how much they estimate they might
need. The price varies from week to week. I order every month in the
winter and every other month from April to September.
Annabel Grout
If you would like more information about joining the buying group
please email amgrout@hotmail.com.

Property is our business
With over 160 years of knowledge, we offer the
full spectrum of specialist advice whether lettings,
residential sales or professional property valuations.
We’d be delighted to hear from you.

Call us now to speak to one of our experts 01798 345 980
Residential Sales
James Machell
james.machell@savills.com

Professional Valuations
Guy Streeter
gstreeter@savills.com

Residential Lettings
Lottie Murphy
lottie.murphy@savills.com

Savills Petworth, Exchange House, Petworth, GU28 0BF
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Martin Taylor
Designer, Joiner & Cabinet Maker
Specialist in Quality Fitted and Free-standing Furniture, including
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Home Offices and Libraries.
Full Design service available.

Mobile 07704-524252
Home 01798-867471
www.martintaylordesign.co.uk
email:-martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk
32
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Based in Northchapel
For all your domestic electrical needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remedial work
New circuits
Fuse box upgrades
Additional sockets & lights
Power to outbuildings
Security lighting
Garden & driveway lighting
Re-wires

December 2022

NICEIC & Part P Reg
All work certificated
5
rating on RatedPeople & MyBuilder

Contact Nigel on 07817679590
invalelectrical@gmail.com
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Qualified experienced and hardworking
tree care and pruning experts

Tree felling and removal
Pollarding
Stump grinding
Crown reduction
Crown thinning
Crown lifting
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Clear All Pest
Control
Fully qualified professional
country services
Specialising in Wasps, Mice,
Rats, Hornets, Moles, etc.
Phone Dean on 07768 986338
www.clearallpestcontrol.com

Rob's Well Rotted
FARMYARD MANURE
probably the best in the South!
Tel: 0771 359 1908

Westminster

*
Mag half page landscape
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From the Editor

A LITTLE MOAN
My closing date for receipt of copy each month is the 18th. In order to
get the Lurgashall News distributed before the end of the previous month
I have to get it to the printers by the Monday closest to the 20th. This
month I worked in the shop as usual on Sunday morning and then spent
Sunday afternoon on the Newsletter as there were four items I had not
received until after the 18th. Please try to be on time. You know who
you are! Thanks in advance.
The Lurgashall News is distributed free to every Lurgashall household.
Copies are also available in the Shop, the Church, Lodsworth Larder, the
Northchapel Shop and online at

http://www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall/
If you would like to place an advertisement please contact me. Full details
are on page 37. Thankyou. Liz
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New Advertisements are welcome
Advertisers who live in the parish or whose business is in the parish
¼ page
£40 per annum
£4 per month
½ page
£70 per annum
£7 per month
Full page
£130 per annum
£13 per month
External Advertisers
¼ page
£65 per annum
½ page
£130 per annum
Inside page £250 per annum
Back page £300 per annum

£6.50 per month
£13 per month
£25 per month
£30 per month

Sizes
Height
Width
1/4 page portrait
90mm
63mm
1/4 page landscape
50mm
130mm
1/2 page landscape
90mm
130mm
Full page
210 mm
148mm
Print quality PDF or JPG preferred. Please contact liz@stedall.com
There is no difference in price for colour advertisements.

Full and half size plots available
£28/£15 per year including water
For more information please contact:
Jane Landstrom
Allotment Manager, Lurgashall Parish Council
01428 707318 / landstrom@mac.com
December 2022
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HASLEMERE LOG MAN
Tel: 01428 641739
Email: info@haslemerelogman.co.uk

FIREWOOD – SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE
Seasoned hardwood logs for both open fires
and log burners
Available in netted bags, bulk bags, or larger
loose loads. Logs may be cut to size on
request. Our standard log sizes are
approximately 9-10”, 11-12”
also
Kindling in netted bags
Free delivery 10-mile radius for all orders
over £45.
Please visit our website for more info
www.haslemerelogman.co.uk

Curtain & Soft furnishing
Making Service

Carole Jewell
01730 815144
07764233234
carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk
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Looking for someone who is more than a carer?
Friendly, hardworking and flexible hours.
Level 2 diploma in caring.
Housesitting, housekeeping, dog sitting, walking your
pets, carer breaks,
shopping, personal care,
accounts and
companionship.
Local references -

Please email:
annemieke.hall@gmail.com07921579792
December 2022
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Fete

07831631457 neilciharding@gmail.com

Newsletter

07768 056733 liz@stedall.com

Oil syndicate

01798 861459 amgrout@hotmail.com

Priest in Charge
Shop

01428 707277 lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com

Village Hall booking

07796 162304 admin@lurgashallvillagehall.org

Village lunch

01428 707162 erica.meyer@rocketmail.com

Village tea

01428 707522 Rose Dillon-Thiselton

Police non-emergency

101

Southern Electric emergency

08000 72 72 82

Southern Electric Power Cut

105

Southern Water emergency

0800 820 999

Church

www.achurchnearyou.com/stlaurence-lurgashall

Parish Council www.lurgashall.org
Village Hall

www.lurgashallvillagehall.org

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Please send new contributions or advertisements by the 18th of each month
by email to liz@stedall.com. 07768 056733 or deliver to Lower Hanger, Dial
Green, GU28 9HA. Lower Hanger is first on the left up the bridleway towards
Erica and Stephen Meyer.
Details of costs, format and sizes of advertisements are on Page 37.
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