
MINUTES OF THE LURGASHALL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 

HALL ON THURSDAY 9TH APRIL 2015 

 

From the Parish Council: Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr J W Harden, Mr G J 

Hayhurst, Mrs A Martin-Jenkins, Dr P J H Wilding and Mrs R D Wood  

 

Also present: Three members of the Public 

 

The Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed everyone.   

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes from the last Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 18th April 2014 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Parish Council met 6 times in the last year and councillors’ attendance was 83% .This was up on recent 

years with 3 Councillors having attended all 6 meetings and no one less than 4. The attendance of the 

County and District councillors was down a little at 67%, having said that there has been a greater call on 

their services of late and I thank them for their excellent service to the Parish. 

 

The Planning Committee has considered 36 applications this year which is 10 more than last year but 12 less 

than the previous year. Probably the most controversial issues were the Glamping site at Mill Farm and 

currently the request to fell the large Yew tree in the Churchyard which is awaiting a decision. 

 

The Playground now has a nice new gate with automatic closing that should satisfy ROSPA who last year 

made adverse comments on the old gate. Whilst on the subject of ROSPA they once again rated us as 

Medium Risk mainly because of the age of our perfectly good equipment, but commented that we had a well 

maintained Playground. 

 

The Finance Committee met once in December to set the Budget for the coming year and after presenting 

their recommendations the Full Council in January it was agreed that a small increase of £250 should be 

made in the Precept bringing it to £13500 for the year. This will enable the Council to carry out maintenance 

work on Council owned structures such as the Telephone Box and Noticeboard. 

 

Parking continues to be a problem especially around the Green but the work done to strengthen the surface 

in the south east corner seems at last to be encouraging people to park more tidily thus allowing more cars 

into that area and keeping them off of the main green. The white posts although not to everyone’s taste seem 

to be protecting the northern side. I appreciate that the measures we have taken don’t add anything to the 

beauty of our Green but I think it’s better than a sea of mud all around it. 

 

After what seems like for ever we have come to an agreement with Highways and Leconfield Estates as to 

what will happen with the small triangle next to the Chestnut tree. A Finger Post like the one outside 

Signpost Cottage is to be erected on the site and then it will be built up a little and grassed back over. It is 

hoped the sign post will prevent people driving over the area. The job has been priced up and we are 

awaiting financial help from the County Council. 

 

The mild winter has meant that despite getting the bins filled and making arrangements for a more local 

contractor to take care of snow clearance when required they have not been needed. This is not a complaint, 

long may it last. 



On the other hand, no snow usually means more rain and more rain brings flooding. 

 

The government has had a scheme running over the last year called Operation Watershed where grants have 

been given to County Councils for work to be carried out relieving flood problems. We have successfully 

acquired two grants from the County Council under this scheme and work has now started on seven flood 

problem areas in the Parish. In addition to this we have applied in tandem with Lodsworth Parish Council 

for a grant to employ a specialist to look in to the flooding problems at Lickfold. From a Highways 

prospective we hope that less flooding will lead to less road damage and therefore less potholes. We will 

see. 

 

We have had our usual 2 visits from the skip in May and September and they have continued to be well 

used. The next skip will be in the Village Hall Car Park from 10am to Noon on Saturday 16th May. 

 

In January Mike Oakland stood down as Clerk and was replaced by Helen Cruikshank. Helen is an 

experienced Clerk who already looked after Northchapel and Lodsworth. The takeover went very smoothly 

and this is credit to both Clerks.  

 

The Clerk will present a Financial Report later but suffice to say the Finance Committee aided by the Clerk 

were very accurate with their forecast budget for the last year. 

 

I wish to thank of the members of the council for their contributions over the last year especially the 

Chairpersons of the various Committees Anthea (Finance) Peter (Planning) Geoff (Village Green) and 

Jeremy (Winter Management) it has as usual been a pleasure working with you all. 

 

Lastly it would not be fitting to end this report without saying a very big thank you to Mike Oakland who 

gave up the post of Parish Clerk at the beginning of the year after his second stint. Mike was an incredible 

asset to the council, it was not a part-time job to him but more his contribution to his village. As I am sure 

staff members of the District and County Council will attest Mike never let anything drop until it was 

resolved, nothing was ever allowed to sit in the “Too Difficult” Box. Thank you Mike and thank you for 

finding us such a capable replacement. 

 

Once again thank you all and Ballot Box permitting we can do it all again next year. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES 

The financial year 2014/15 started with an opening balance of £12,574.  During the year, the Parish Council 

received an income of £26,196.  This consisted of grant monies, allotment rents and of course the precept.  

£12,175 of this total income is grant money which was applied for, for the Operation Watershed projects 

which are currently taking place within the parish.  The Parish Council spent £10,385 during the financial 

year including Insurance, Allotments, Play Area, Clerk’s Salary and Village Green maintenance.  This 

leaves a closing balance of £28,384 which still includes the Operation watershed monies which have yet to 

be paid out. Excluding this, it leaves a healthy but not excessive surplus at year end which should keep both 

the internal and external auditors happy. 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

There was no report. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

There was no Police report.  The Chairman thanked the PCSO’s for attending the Parish Council meetings 

and reporting local information. 

 

PARISHIONERS FORUM 

A representative of the Lurgashall Recreation Association (LRA) said its AGM is on Thursday 23rd April at 

7.30pm at the Village Hall where the meeting would update people on what the LRA is doing, drinks will be 

provided. 



He also reported on the difficult cricket season in 2014.  It appears there is some opposition to the club 

around the vicinity of the village green.  He explained that Lurgashall is no longer a community who play 

cricket but a village club with people playing from outside the village.  He wanted to make it clear that the 

cricket club does value the village, respectful of its traditions and the players really want to play cricket for 

Lurgashall. It is a young team and they are keen to represent the village.  Please can the village in return 

give its support to the club?  He added that the parish was very lucky to have the nine people it has on the 

Parish Council and he praised them for their hard work and added they are greatly valued by the community.   

 

Mr Hayhurst said he did not realise that there was such antipathy for the cricket club, he couldn’t imagine 

the village green without cricket. The Chairman said that there were also many people who are fully 

supportive of the cricket club within the village. 

 

The Chairman spoke about the Village Hall Film Club which now runs on a monthly basis and is well 

attended with audiences of between 19-35 at each film. He added that the Village Hall had achieved a 

Hallmark 2 for the second time. This is quality standards scheme for village halls run by AiRS (Action in 

Rural Sussex).  He spoke of the potential extension to the Village Hall for an archive and extra space to be 

used as a small meeting room/office/changing room.  Plans are currently being produced by Clive Fish. 

 

A member of the public asked what power the Parish Council has on controlling the neglected woodland on 

Jobsons Lane.  He said there was an accident waiting to happen with the large amount of overgrown trees 

encroaching on the road.  The Chairman explained this was WSCC Highways issue and it is often difficult 

identifying who owns what.  Mrs Martin Jenkins asked when the verges are cut back, couldn’t this problem 

be addressed then too.  Clerk to ask WSCC Highways. 

 

Mr Harden raised concern with regard to the large increase in logs being put on the sides of the roads which 

often obstruct the highway.  Clerk to look into what the rules are regarding this. 

 

Mr Bonnett thanked the Parish Council Chairman, Mr Cooper for his commitment and hard work in getting 

a sometimes difficult group through meetings with great humour. 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


