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LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 

APPROVED MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Councillors Present: Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr J W Harden, Mr N P Jowett, Mrs A 

Martin-Jenkins, Mr G Sharp and Dr A H J Tate 

 

In Attendance:  Mrs H E Cruikshank (Clerk) 

                         District Councillor Mr N Thomas 

                         County Councillor Mrs J Duncton 

                         There were no members of the public present.  

                                   

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm and welcomed all to the meeting. 

 
91/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from District Councillor Denise Knightley, PCSO Richard Boston and Parish 

Councillors Mrs Rita Wood and Dr Wilding (he is attending a SDNPA workshop on behalf of LPC tonight). 

 

92/15 CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.    

 

93/15   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 9th July 2015 were considered.  After a long discussion and 

without a suitable replacement, the minutes were approved by the majority of the Council and signed by the 

Chairman as a true record.    

 

94/15 MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising which were not to be covered on tonight’s agenda.  Dr Tate said he had looked at 

the Cricket Pavilion lease and the lease is between LPC and a company set up for the purpose, called Lurgashall 

Cricket Pavilion Limited (LCPL).  It is not with the Cricket Club. 

  

95/15 OPEN FORUM 

There were no questions from the public.  In the absence of the Police, Clerk read PCSO Boston’s report.  All 

has gone very quiet these last two months. They’ve been seeing the odd isolated burglary and break to shed, but 

the main type of crimes is that of theft of plant machinery. There has been a number of tractors, diggers and 

road work machinery stolen. If there are any items such as this being used in Lurgashall, remind people to make 

sure security measures are in place to prevent thefts occurring.  In the rolling year we are currently 1 crime up 

on where we were last year. This has fallen drastically from what it was just a few months ago and let’s hope it 

keeps falling.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact PCSO Boston. 

 

96/15 COUNCILLORS REPORT 

District Councillor Mr Thomas spoke of the fresh new cabinet at CDC, being well-led by Tony Dignum and it 

was all back to business after a quiet summer. He spoke of the All Parishes Meeting on Thursday 30th September 

and hoped that representatives from Lurgashall Parish Council would attend.  Councillors Cooper and Harden 

confirmed they would go.  The Crouchlands saga in Plaistow is still ongoing, with enforcement notices being 

issued by CDC which have since been appealed. CDC will defend their position.  
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Any questions or problems, then don’t hesitate to contact Mr Thomas 01730 810837 or email 

nthomas@chichester.gov.uk 

 

County Councillor Mrs Janet Duncton said that Lurgashall was fortunate to be a well-looked after parish. 

She highlighted rural isolation as a growing concern and to please let her know if there was anyone in the 

parish who was in need of help.  She added that foster carers are required in the County.   

Any questions or problems, then don’t hesitate to contact Mrs Duncton on 01798 342528 or email 

janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk 

 

Mrs Duncton left the meeting at 8.10pm 

97/15 FINANCE 

Clerk distributed Appendix 2 which included: 

a) Bank reconciliation as at 3rd September 2015 

b) The finance schedule of accounts submitted for payment 

c) Budget Monitoring sheet as at 3rd September 2015 

 

The Council’s current financial position at £32,460, bank reconciliation and budget monitoring sheet were noted.  

 

The members duly approved the payments for E C Simpson Plant Hire Ltd (Operation Watershed) @ £10,980, 

Miss Annabel Grout (Newsletter Editor) @ £10, Mrs H E Cruikshank (Clerk’s July & August 2015 Salary & 

Expenses) @ £632, Mr Ray Cooper (Chairman’s half-yearly exps) @ £150, Playsafety Ltd (Play Area 

Inspection report) @ £78 and Lurgashall Village Hall (Annual grant) @ £1000.        

 

Clerk thanked Mrs Martin-Jenkins for agreeing to do the Systems Audit.   A Finance Committee meeting to 

discuss the precept and budget for 2016/17 is needed for the end of November. 

 

98/15 PLANNING 

Clerk had previously distributed Appendix 3.  In Dr Wilding’s absence, Mrs Martin-Jenkins commented upon the 

following applications; 

 

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED SINCE LAST PC MEETING 

 

SDNP/15/03307/LIS and SDNP/15/03306/HOUS 

Northurst Farm, Dial Green Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9HA 

Replacement rear extension and various alterations/additions 

 

  SDNP/15/03837/CND 

High Hampstead, High Hampstead Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9EX 

Removal of Conditions 8 and 9 of planning permission LG/07/02213/FUL – Outlived their 

usefulness 

 

The Parish Council agreed to red card this application.  Clerk to email Mrs Janet Duncton for her 

advice and support. 

 

  SDNP/15/02961/LIS 

Aldworth House, Tennysons Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU27 3BJ 

Remove existing poor quality pine panelling and restore room to its plaster finish within first floor 

bedroom 

mailto:nthomas@chichester.gov.uk
mailto:janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk
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SDNP/15/04195/HOUS 

The Malt House, High Hampstead Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9ET 

Formation of new crossover and internal drive and closure of existing 

 

CDC/SDNP DECISIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING 

 

SDNP/15/02893/HOUS 

Dial House, Dial Green Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9HA 

Erection of freestanding summer house and tractor shed 

Decision: APPROVED 

 

SDNP/15/02571/HOUS 

Oak Tree House Park Farm, Dial Green Lane, Lurgashall, Petworth, West Sussex  

External alterations to 3 elevations including replacement windows 

Decision: APPROVED 

 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins asked whether there was any update regarding the concerns raised at the last meeting with 

regard to Old Hearne Farm and Lower Roundhurst Farm.  Clerk to chase. 

 

99/15 HIGHWAYS INCLUDING OPERATION WATERSHED AND WINTER MANAGEMENT 

It was agreed that Mr Bonnett should invite Sean Hellett to be co-opted onto the Highways Committee as Mrs 

Wood had offered to step down.     

 

Mr Bonnett reported he, Mr Cooper and Dr Tate had completed the salt/grit bin audit and this has been fed back 

to WSCC.  It was decided that the two bins needing extra salt will be replenished from the Parish’s own reserve 

and don’t need WSCC’s involvement. 

 

Clerk confirmed that the New Homes Bonus application had been submitted for the funding for the traditional 

fingerboard.  The decision was due to be made at the end of September.  However preliminary discussions were 

due this week and the Clerk would endeavour to gauge from CDC the likelihood of success.  She had found out 

that the fingerboard would need a Highways licence and possibly planning permission and will progress these if 

necessary. 

 

Much discussion was had on the parking area on East side of the village green.  The Parish Council agreed 

wholeheartedly that the parking issue needed to be dealt with and to extend the parking area by up to 2m to 

alleviate hazardous parking.  It was hoped that these works would be completed by the winter and a budget of up 

to £2,500 was authorised.  Mr Cooper to ask John Simpson for a quote for these works and to inform Councillors 

by email.  Clerk to write to Noah’s Ark requesting for a contribution towards the cost and to ask for help to 

maximise the parking facility. 

 

It was reported that the triangle is still a problem.  The Parish Council agreed that it was essential that the ditches 

around the triangle should be dug out.  Mr Sharp said that he would get this organised as soon as possible.  

Furthermore he kindly offered to erect posts and ropes to prevent inconsiderate parking. All agreed this a good 

idea. 

 

Mr Bonnett confirmed that all jobs for the Operation Watershed drainage works in the parish had now been 

completed by E C Simpson. Mike Oakland had agreed the schedule had been completed to a satisfactory standard 

and recommended the Parish Council release the funds.  Thanks were given to Mike Oakland for overseeing the 
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project and to Matt Boxall and John Simpson for their kind offer to check the culverts and make sure the grills 

are kept clear on a regular basis.  Mr Jowett raised concern regarding the ditch and the pipe under the road by 

Whitewell House.  Mr Bonnett thought all the pipes had been checked and jetted successfully.   

 

The Clerk and Mr Cooper had attended a meeting with CBEC, the consultants who will be carrying out the 

study and investigation at the Lickfold Bridge following on from the success of the funding application from 

Operation Watershed.  The consultants are hoping to start their on-site study of the area in October. 

 

Acknowledgement and thanks were given to Mr Cooper and Mr Sharp for their volunteering job, refurbishing the 

notice board and bus shelter.   They offered to also refurbish the three parish seats. The Parish Council gave their 

thanks and go ahead. 

 

A problem with the state of the highway outside School House and the pipes outside Boundary Cottage were 

highlighted.  Clerk to take photos of the problem areas and report to WSCC Highways. 

 

Mr Jowett left the meeting at 9pm.  

 

100/15 VILLAGE GREEN 

This was discussed under the previous item. 

 

101/15 CRICKET PAVILION 

Mr Cooper stated that Anthony Crandon is due to inspect the cricket pavilion and assess what work needs to be 

done. He will then be able to provide an idea of how much money will need to be spent.  Mr Sharp said the cricket 

pavilion is a village problem not just a Parish Council or Cricket Club problem. 

 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins said as the Cricket Club has a full repairing lease, it is responsible for the upkeep of the 

pavilion.  She appreciates the club has no reserves but the pavilion shouldn’t have been let to get into the state it 

is in now.  However she agreed it is a village problem and suggested that a fete application be submitted.   

 

It was agreed that the pavilion needs a complete overhaul, potentially costing £30-40,000 with substantial funding 

needing to be sought from the Lottery, Sports Council and various other bodies.  It was agreed that the survey 

needed to be carried out before any decision is made. 

 

Clerk clarified that the Cricket Pavilion is not in fact listed.  The previous Clerk had kindly informed her that 

English Heritage refused to list it as it had been so altered over the years that it did not retain sufficient Smithy to 

justify the listing. 

 

102/15 PLAYGROUND 

The annual inspection report from ROSPA had been received.  There was nothing requiring urgent attention.  

 

103/15 ALLOTMENTS 

Concern was raised that the contractors had not mowed the grass properly at the allotments.  Clerk to write to 

Garden Escapes saying that the Parish Council is not happy with their recent work. 

 

104/15 RIGHTS OF WAY 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins reported she was surprised to have seen WSCC clearing and strimming a parish footpath on 

a Sunday afternoon but nevertheless pleased it was being carried out. 

 

105/15 VILLAGE HALL LEASE 

Clerk stated that the application for registering the Village Hall Lease was still with Land Registry.  As soon as 

she hears anything she will inform Councillors. 
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106/15 NEW HOMES BONUS 2015/16 

This was discussed under item 99/15 Highways. 

 

107/15 SDNP LOCAL PLAN: PREFERRED OPTIONS PUBLIC CONSULATION 

The consultation for the SDNP draft local plan is running until 28th October. South Downs National Park want 

feedback as they shape its future.  Information can be found on the consultation website 

www.southdowns.gov.uk/localplanconsultation or by phoning 01730 814810.  There are several drop in 

roadshows being held around the park, information is on the PC website and notice board. Dr Wilding is 

attending a workshop tonight relating to this so will feedback any relevant information to Councillors. 

 

108/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

Clerk had received numerous meeting invites which she had forwarded to Councillors.   

South Downs National Park workshop – Thursday 10th September at Pulborough Village Hall 6.30pm-9,30pm 

Drop in session this Saturday 12th Sept at South Downs Centre in Midhurst 10am-3pm 

North Chichester CLC meeting – Tuesday 29th September at Duncton Village Hall 7pm 

All Parishes on Weds 30th Sept at 7pm (buffet from 6pm) at East Pallant House 

Petworth Police Neighbourhood Panel Meeting – tbc 

Community Warden Briefing session at Lodge Hill, Pulborough on 8th October 2-4pm 

Chichester District Association of Local Councils meeting – Monday 12th October at Boxgrove Village Hall at 

7pm 

AiRS AGM – 29th October 2015 at 5pm in Lewes Town Hall 

Please inform the Clerk if you wish to attend any of these meetings so she may RSVP on your behalf. 

 

109/15 TO CONSIDER URGENT MATTERS AT THE CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION 

There were no matters. 

 

110/15 ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT AGENDA 

LRA (Lurgashall Recreation Association) 

Dr Tate stated Canine Capers had made a good profit supporting 50% of the annual running costs. It has been 

suggested that the grass is cut to a lower level to enable a sports pitch for 5- a side and kids’ football.  The Cricket 

Club had offered the LRA a set of nets which it is hoped will be positioned in the Jubilee field.  Moreover a bench 

is due to be sited on the boundary of the car park and the football pitch for people to sit and relax.  There will also 

be another bench put into the field at a later date. 

 

Please let the Clerk know of any other items to be included on the next agenda by Friday 6th November. 

 

111/15 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12th November 2015.   

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm 

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/localplanconsultation%20or%20by%20phoning%2001730%20814810

