
 1 

 

 

LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 9TH JULY 2015 

 
Councillors Present: Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr J W Harden, Mr N P Jowett, Mrs A 

Martin-Jenkins, Dr A H J Tate, Dr P J H Wilding and Mrs R D Wood  

 

In Attendance:  Mrs H E Cruikshank (Clerk) 

                         District Councillor Mr N Thomas 

                         There were three members of the public present.  

                                   

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm and welcomed all to the annual meeting. 

 
69/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from District Councillor Denise Knightley 

 

70/15 CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.    

 

71/15 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 

Mr Sean Hellett and Mr Gary Sharpe wished to stand for co-option for the one vacancy of Parish Councillor.  

Both candidates gave a short presentation introducing themselves and were then asked to leave the meeting room 

together with all other public members.  Following consideration and discussion by all Councillors, a paper vote 

was carried out.  The Chairman thanked both candidates and announced that Mr Gary Sharp was to be co-opted 

as a Parish Councillor. However it was noted that the vote was very close and both candidates would have been 

excellent Councillors and it was only a shame there wasn’t another vacancy.  Mr Sean Hellett agreed he would 

be happy to assist in areas and co-opted onto any committees which allowed his expertise to be used. 

 

72/15   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2015 were considered.  Under item 57/15, Mrs Martin 

Jenkins said she had asked the Clerk to write to the owners of Parkhurst Cottage regarding the offending laurel 

branch.  Clerk confirmed she had done this and the owners had kindly addressed the issue but amended the 

minutes to clarify. Under item 61/15, Mr Harden said he did not say he was disappointed with Nick Scott’s 

handling of the Rights of Way. Clerk explained that the minutes read that he was disappointed with the way 

WSCC manages its rights of ways not Nick Scott personally.  However it was agreed to modify to read that the 

Parish Council as a whole was disappointed. The minutes were amended accordingly and then approved and 

signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

73/15 MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising which were not to be covered on tonight’s agenda. 

   

74/15 OPEN FORUM 

There were no questions from the public. 
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75/15 COUNCILLORS REPORT 

District Councillor Mr Thomas spoke of the new leader of CDC being Tony Digman with Eileen Lintill remaining 

as deputy leader of the Council.  There are a total of 17 new District Councillors at Chichester with Mark Dunn 

being the new SDNPA representative.  The SDNPA local plan is due to be finalised in 2017. Mr Thomas 

confirmed that Janet Duncton would be Lurgashall’s immediate contact for any planning issues as although she 

is the parish’s County Councillor, she is also a District Councillor for the Petworth ward and sits on the planning 

committee. 

Any questions or problems, then don’t hesitate to contact Mr Thomas 01730 810837 or email 

nthomas@chichester.gov.uk 

 

76/15 FINANCE 

 

Clerk distributed Appendix 2 which included: 

a) Bank reconciliation as at 2nd July 2015 

b) The finance schedule of accounts submitted for payment 

c) Budget Monitoring sheet as at 2nd July 2015 

 

The Council’s current financial position at £35, 869, bank reconciliation and budget monitoring sheet were noted. 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins said that the bank reconciliation sheet was wrong, Clerk said that it was the same format she 

used for both her other Parish Councils and the one recommended by the external auditors.   Clerk and Mrs 

Martin-Jenkins to discuss outside of the meeting. 

 

The members duly approved the payments for Blastaway Ltd (BT Kiosk refurbishment project) @ £840, Miss 

Annabel Grout (Newsletter Editor) @ £10, Mrs H E Cruikshank (Clerk’s May & June 2015 Salary & Expenses) 

@ £674, T Ralph (Ralph Restorations – BT Kiosk refurbishment project) @ £1,821, Mr A Tate 

(Reimbursement for items required for BT Kiosk refurbishment project ) @ £26 and Leconfield Estate 

(Allotment water) @ £45.                                             

 

77/15 PLANNING 

Clerk had previously distributed Appendix 3.  Dr Wilding commented upon the following applications; 

 

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED SINCE LAST PC MEETING 

 

SDNP/15/02571/HOUS 

Oak Tree House Park Farm, Dial Green Lane, Lurgashall, Petworth, West Sussex  

External alterations to 3 elevations including replacement windows 

 

SDNP/15/02893/HOUS (to be considered after the meeting) 

Dial House, Dial Green Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9HA 

Erection of freestanding summer house and tractor shed 

 

CDC/SDNP DECISIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING 

 

SDNP/15/01518/HOUS 

Becketts Farm, Roundhurst Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU27 3BN 

Erection of timber garage 

Decision: APPROVED 
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SDNP/15/01275/HOUS 

Plash Barn Farm, Jobsons Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU27 3BP 

Single storey extension to outbuilding 

Decision: APPROVED 

 

SDNP/15/02008/FUL 

Lurgashall Village Hall Management Committee 

Extension to existing hall to provide storage and an archive room. 

Decision: APPROVED 

 

Dr Wilding said there was also a new planning application which had come through the system for Northhurst 

Farm which he hoped to discuss tonight along with Dial House.  He spoke of the recent appeal decisions for 

Wheelwrights House, Hillgrove which had both been dismissed by the planning inspectorate.  He added that an 

appeal had been lodged against the National Park’s refusal of planning consent by the owners of High Hampstead.  

Previously the Parish Council had not commented on this. 

 

Concern was raised with regard to Old Herne Farm and Lower Roundhurst Farm, both now being advertised as 

party venues and the surrounding effect on the parish concerning noise and volume of traffic.  Clerk to investigate 

whether change of use and correct licences have been obtained. 

 

Mr Harden spoke of his worry regarding rumours of  money laundering relating to house selling in the area. 

 

78/15 HIGHWAYS INCLUDING OPERATION WATERSHED AND WINTER MANAGEMENT 

Mr Bonnett said that the Highways Committee had met on 2nd July.  His report and action plan had previously 

been distributed to all Councillors.  In attendance at the meeting had been Mr Bonnett, Mr Cooper, and Dr Tate 

with co-opted members Mr Boxall and Mr Clark.  Mr Bonnett ran through the matters which were discussed as 

follows: 

 

Phone Box 

Dr Tate reported at the Highways meeting that the renovation of the box was very nearly finished and he was 

very happy with the work. A panel for notices would be reinstalled and would carry a notice acknowledging the 

work of the renovator and the bodies from whom grants had been received. The Defibrillator Unit would be 

reinstalled. 

 

Village Green Parking 

It was agreed that the hard standing parking area on the East side of the Green should be extended inwards by 

some two metres to prevent the ruts and muddy puddles which were created by car tyres last winter. Mr Cooper 

would approach John Simpson for a quote to excavate as necessary, lay in hard core and cover with MOT Type 

1 scalpings. This estimate would then be presented to the Parish Council. The ‘hitching posts’ would be moved 

inwards and realigned. Consideration of further ways to encourage motorists to park ‘nose in’ was needed.  

 

Triangle and Signpost 

J K Engineering had ordered and are holding a newly cast iron post. They need instructions as to the wording on 

the fingers and paying! They quoted £1,405 plus VAT in October 2014 for a fully finished and installed post. 

The Parish Council had agreed to fund £700 with the rest of the funding coming from WSCC.  Unfortunately 

the funding from its Quick Fund Budget was no longer available.   It was suggested that the wording could be 

linked to how the money could be raised. 

 

Mrs Martin Jenkins recommended that the Parish Council should reluctantly pay for the whole project so that it 

decides on the wording which goes on the fingers and what is required.  Everyone was in favour of this to avoid 
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complications which may arise when getting others involved in the decision making. It was agreed to reflect and 

decide on wording off-line and decide the best way forward. 

 

Ditch around Small Triangle 

The ditch needs clearing out and re-shaping. Mr Cooper will ask John Simpson for a quote although hopefully 

he will do it gratis. Mr Sharp kindly offered to do the work if John Simpson was unable to do it. 

 

Hedge around Pond 

This needs cutting. Mr Cooper to ask Garden Escapes to cut it right down. 

 

Operation Watershed 

Mike Oakland had reported that the work was proceeding but the pipes needed jetting by WSCC before the new 

grills were fitted. This is still work in progress.  Mike asked for help to inspect the culverts twice a year once the 

work has been done and Mr Boxall volunteered to do this.  

 

Lickfold Flooding 

Grants have been received by Lodsworth and Lurgashall PCs (totalling £9,975) and a meeting with the 

consultants who will carry out the investigation has been arranged for July 21st.   Clerk and Mr Cooper to attend 

the meeting. 

 

Parking by Church 

At the Highways meeting, Mr Clark had pointed out the large potholes in the tarmac parking area by the Church 

as well as the badly potholed and broken section of highway from opposite the Church gate to the lane leading to 

Park Farm. It was agreed that WSCC be asked to meet on site. If WSCC would do all the work Mr Clark thought 

the Church would pay for the repairs to the holes on its land. It was also suggested that indicator lines be painted 

on the church parking area to maximise usage and to prevent cars parking in front of the pedestrian gate. The 

Parish Council agreed that a meeting should be organised with WSCC Highways to discuss the options available 

together with the Pub and the Church. 

 

79/15 VILLAGE GREEN 

Mr Harden raised concern regarding parking on the east side of the green triangle by Jubilee Cottage.  He said 

with cars getting bigger and bigger, parking on the triangle was becoming a real issue and he suggested that 

parking should be restricted there. Mr Sharp said that there was no solution to the problem and it just needed to 

keep on being repaired when required. 

 

80/15 CRICKET PAVILION 

Mr Cooper declared an interest as Chairman of the Cricket Club 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins had been approached by a parishioner who raised concerns that the cricket pavilion was not 

in a great state and work needed to be done.  She and Dr Wilding had taken a look at it and agreed it needed 

attention.  The Parish Council owns the pavilion but it was thought the lessee is responsible for keeping it in order, 

she thought that it needed £2,500 - £5,000 spending on it.  The Cricket Club rent it and it was suggested that the 

lease be looked into as action needs to be taken.   

 

At this point, Mr Caird, as a parishioner was invited to speak to provide information and clarify the situation. 

Mr Caird explained that the Cricket Club has no legal identity and therefore ten members act as guarantors on its 

behalf.  He said the pavilion is morally the cricket club’s responsibility and there has been much concern over the 

state of the building in the past but it had been decided not to spend money to date.  He said that the building was 

listed and it was likely that the works would be in the region of £5-10,000, probably more. There were problems 

with the back wall, roof and tower.  It was hoped that Anthony Crandon would carry out a survey to ascertain the 

extent of the works required.  He said that the cricket pavilion was a village asset as is the Cricket Club itself.   
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The Parish Council agreed that there was an issue and that the issue needed to be fully identified and quantified, 

to be able to  determine how and who is going to fund the agreed works.  It is something the village needs to 

address.  Mr Harden asked that the lease be looked at and the insurance which covers the pavilion. Mrs Martin-

Jenkins recommended that money for the cricket pavilion repairs be applied for from this year’s fete proceeds, 

emphasising that a year shouldn’t be missed as a lot of money will need to be found.    Mr Bonnett said he would 

ask Mr Crandon when he was available to carry out a survey of the pavilion together with a valuation.  

 

81/15 PLAYGROUND 

Mrs Wood reported that the playground gate had been broken again. Richard Hancock had repaired it twice 

already but a young lad had been continually swinging on it and caused it once again to break.  It was agreed that 

a quiet word with the boy’s parents would hopefully put a stop to the behaviour.  The Parish Council was awaiting 

the annual inspection report from ROSPA. 

 

82/15 ALLOTMENTS 

Mr Harden asked when the grass cutting was due to be done in the allotments. Mr Cooper confirmed it would be 

done imminently by Garden Escapes.  He raised concern with regard to fly-tipping at the allotments and 

highlighted that it was not legal to do so.  He said that the allotments were a village asset, something to be proud 

of and should be kept tidy.  He suggested a note should go in the newsletter reminding people of this. 

 

83/15 RIGHTS OF WAY 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins asked if there was any news on when the parish clearance team would be coming to 

Lurgashall as many parish footpaths were starting to get very overgrown.  Clerk to investigate.  Mr Martin-Jenkins 

added that two trees were down on Roundhurst Common (NT land) which were blocking the path.  Clerk said she 

would find out the footpath number and report the fallen trees to WSCC for their urgent attention. 

 

84/15 COMMON LAND 

Mr Jowett declared an interest in this item as the owner of the land in question.  Mr Jowett left the meeting for 

the ensuing discussion. 

The Chairman stated that following the last meeting where concerns were raised under item 65/15, the Clerk had 

contacted SSALC/NALC to ask for advice on how to deal with the matter.  Eventually a response was received 

from NALC and Dr Wilding kindly drafted letters to both the owners of the Common land and the complainants, 

all of which were then then approved by all Councillors.   

 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins asked if the Chairman had sent an apology to the Jowetts.  Mr Harden said he thought that 

Mr Cooper owed Mrs Martin-Jenkins an apology.  Mr Cooper said that if this matter had been followed up in 

1995 by the then Parish Council, as it should have been and dealt with properly, then the matter would not have 

come up again and caused so much upset to many.   

 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins said that the letter sent to the Jowetts in April was unfriendly and not authorised.  The minutes 

said one thing and the letter another and therefore had no authorisation to be sent.  The Clerk said with hindsight 

she should have sent the draft letters to all the Councillors for further approval and had already apologised for 

that.  Mr Bonnett said there was confusion over what had been decided reading the minutes from March’s meeting 

but at the time these were agreed.  Mr Cooper said that it had been proven that the land was common land and it 

had been enclosed so it was a matter of principle that it was investigated further and not pushed under the carpet 

especially given one of the owners was a Parish Councillor.  Depending on one’s view the minutes could be 

interpreted in different ways. The Clerk said that twenty people in a meeting would all come out of a room with 

varying accounts of what happened and we can sit here for hours discussing it.  Dr Wilding said that the NALC 

response clearly states that the Council’s letter to the Jowetts in April does not reflect what was agreed and 

minuted. 
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Mr Bonnett said that the NALC letter from 20 years ago regarding the same piece of common land could have 

been brought to the attention of the Parish Council by Mrs Martin Jenkins to assist with the discussions at any 

time during the past 6 months.  She said she did but Mr Bonnett did not recall this. 

 

Mrs Martin-Jenkins said she thought that the Chairman still owed the Jowetts a personal apology.  Mr Cooper 

said that the letter which had been drafted by Dr Wilding and agreed to be sent out contained an apology.  Dr 

Wilding concurred this and said now the letter had been sent, the matter should now be closed. 

 

Clerk to include all previous correspondence from 1995 to 2015 with the minutes to ensure that if any problems 

involving common land ever come up again that it is clear for future Councils on how they should deal with the 

matter and furthermore this will ensure full transparency. 

 

It was decided that in future, any contentious letters which have been agreed to be composed, must be shown to 

all Councillors for further approval before being sent out.   

 

85/15 VILLAGE HALL LEASE 

Clerk stated that Mr Caird had given her copies of both the Village Hall and Cricket Club insurance policies. 

Clerk said she had received an update from Mr Hayhurst who had kindly been progressing the registering of the 

Village Hall lease.  Last week he contacted Land Registry to enquire about its progress was told that the 

application was still “in the queue waiting to be dealt with”.  When asked if they could guess how much longer it 

might be, he was told that there were still applications in the queue that have been waiting since January!  The 

Village Hall application went in at the end of March.  He added that if the parish council was unhappy about his 

continued involvement with this application he would submit an invoice detailing his expenses to date and hand 

over the papers. 

 

86/15 NEW HOMES BONUS 2015/16 

Following on from the last meeting and email correspondence, the Clerk had invited three companies to quote 

for the noticeboard refurbishment.  Disappointingly she had only received one quote back from P G Randall for 

£250.  However, Mr Sharp offered to do the work repairing the notice board with the help of Mr Cooper.  

Therefore it was agreed that the Clerk should instead apply to the New Homes Bonus for funding for the new 

finger post/board for the Village Green. 

 

87/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

Clerk had received an email from Michael Rowland, the new emergency planning officer for CDC.  He is 

offering to meet with parishes to discuss and work together to provide emergency planning services.  All agreed 

that the village would pull together in an emergency and that a full plan was not a necessity.   

 

Clerk had received a letter from the Local Government Boundary Commission for England which has formally 

commenced an electoral review (total no of councillors elected, number of electoral divisions, no of councillors 

representing each division, division boundaries and number of electoral divisions) of WSCC.  They are seeking 

views on future electoral division boundaries for the council.  Public consultation closes on 31st August 2015.  

Contact details can be found on the notice board, website or at www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk   

  

Clerk had also received an email regarding the North parishes joining the Chichester District Association of 

Local Councils (CDALC), their next meeting was on Monday 27h July at 7pm at Boxgrove Village Hall for 

those Councillors wishing to attend.  There was also a Neighbourhood Planning meeting on Thursday 23rd July 

at 7pm at Petworth Police Station. 

 

http://www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
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88/15 TO CONSIDER URGENT MATTERS AT THE CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION 

There were no matters. 

 

89/15 ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT AGENDA 

Please let the Clerk know of any items to be included on the next agenda by Wednesday 2nd September. 

 

Dr Tate suggested he submit an article into the newsletter and the Midhurst and Petworth Observer about the 

newly refurbished phone box as it is something to be very proud of and he is very happy with the work done.  All 

agreed this was a good idea. 

 

90/15 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10th September 2015.   

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm 


