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LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL 

 

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

 

Thursday  12
th

 March  2015 

 
Councillors Present: Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr J W Harden, Mr G J Hayhurst, Mr N P 

Jowett, Mrs A Martin-Jenkins, Dr A H J Tate, Dr P J H Wilding and Mrs R D Wood  

 

In Attendance:  Mrs H E Cruikshank (Clerk) 

                         Chichester District Councillor Mr N Thomas 

                         West Sussex County Councillor Mrs J Duncton 

                         PCSO Richard Boston  

                         There were no members of the public present.  

                                   

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm and welcomed all. 

 

25/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

26/15 CODE OF CONDUCT 

The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.  

 

27/15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 8
th

 January 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

as a true record. 

 

28/15 MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 

   

29/15 OPEN FORUM 

There were no members of the public present.  

 

PCSO Richard Boston stated that the crime figures were slightly up year on year.  There had been 21 crimes 

consisting of burglaries and thefts in the past 12 months but no drug-related crime, robberies or sexual crimes 

committed. The main problem in rural areas continues to be thefts from sheds, so he encouraged parishioners to 

be vigilant and to make use of the free property marking service that the Police provide to act as a deterrent. 

Although none in Lurgashall, he did say that car thefts were on the increase so to keep all valuables out of sight 

when leaving cars in car parks.  The main concern currently in the area is courier fraud, the scammers are 

getting very clever and PCSO Boston advised everyone to never give your bank or card details to anyone over 

the phone or by email.  Legitimate bank employees would never ask for these.  He also advised that 

parishioners should report any suspicious people seen in the parish.  Please keep vigilant and report anything 

dubious on 101 or email richard.boston@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

 

30/15 COUNCILLORS REPORT 

District Councillor Mr Thomas reported that there had been a full and long Council meeting on Tuesday but he 

was pleased to announce that Council Tax had been frozen again for the financial year 2015/16.  He added that 
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the leader of the District Council was stepping down after her 4 year term and therefore there would be new 

people at the top with 17 new Councillors. All are now geared to 7
th

 May when there is not only a General 

Election but District and Parish Councils elections too.  Any questions, feel free to feed back to Mr Thomas 

01730 810837 or email nthomas@chichester.gov.uk) 

 

County Councillor Mrs Duncton confirmed that County were also freezing Council Tax.  She said that with 

government giving less and less to County, there would be a time when Council Tax will need to be increased.  

County are trying to earn extra money themselves too, they own lots of underused buildings so are looking into 

developing some of these sites.  She reported on the enforcement notice regarding the lighting on Aldworth 

House and the deadline for applications to Operation Watershed being 31
st
 March. She spoke of the North 

Chichester CLC meeting on Tuesday where there had been a presentation by West Sussex Fire & Rescue.  She 

said that the new proposals seemed to include a much better system despite what was being reported in the 

press.  There would be much more co-operation between neighbouring county’s fire services and attention 

given to preventative work. She added it was worrying that the Police are planning to reduce their numbers 

especially as numbers on the ground are already low and disappearing. County Councillor Duncton said she was 

pleased to have been given the role as Deputy to the Cabinet Member for Fire & Rescue and Communities.  

Any issues please contact her on 01798 342528 or email janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk 

 

31/15 FINANCE 

Clerk distributed Annex “A” which included; 

a) a statement of the Council’s bank accounts, incorporating details of cheques which needed to be issued, and 

for which approval was sought. 

b) figures setting out the Council’s income and expenditure to date against the current budget. 

 

The members duly approved the payments for Leconfield Estates (Allotment Water) @ £11.20, W L Wests & 

Sons Ltd (Playground gate) @ £492, Mr REJ Cooper (Chairman’s Half Yearly Allowance) @ £145, Mrs H E 

Cruikshank (Clerk’s Jan & Feb 2015 Salary & Expenses) @ £629.45 and Miss A Grout (Newsletter Editor) @ 

£10.                                              

 

The members discussed the question of donations.  It was agreed that the following donations be made and 

payments for these were also approved; 

 

Arun & Chichester CAB £50  

Waverley CAB £50 

Sussex Air Ambulance £50 

Haslemere Community First Responders £50 

Chichester (Petworth) Food Bank £50 

 

The Clerk stated she had a letter which required all bank signatories to sign in order to change the contact 

details for the Parish Council’s bank accounts. 

Mr Bonnett said he, the Clerk and Mr Cooper had met with three representatives from Lodsworth Parish 

Council and Fiona Baker from WSCC Highways to discuss the causes of the regular, severe and disruptive 

flooding at Lickfold.  It was decided that before any remedial work could be proposed, professional advice was 

needed as to the causes and likely solutions to the problem as no-one seems to know why it continues to flood. 

Fiona Baker advised that Operation Watershed could be used to fund such a study and provided two suitable 

names of consultants: Opus and Cbec.   Opus has already been and quoted for the study and Cbec are due to 

visit tomorrow.  If either of the consultants costs exceed £5000, Fiona advised that the two Parish Councils can 

submit two or more joint applications for phased work. Joint applications were likely to carry more weight than 

applications by one council on their own.  Mr Bonnett said he wanted to make County Councillor Duncton 

aware of the proposed application as it will need her support. 
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. 

 

 

Mr Harden mentioned the SSE scheme which he thought may be useful in relation to achieving funding for 

helping to solve the Lickfold flooding issue.  Clerk to look into this. 

  

32/15 PLANNING 

Dr Wilding commented upon the following applications; 

 

APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED TONIGHT 

 
SDNP/15/01107/TCA 

St Laurence’s Church, Dial Green, Green Lane, Lurgashall 

Notification of intention to fell 1 no. Turkey Oak tree. Crown raise by up to 2m on 8 no. Yew trees. Remove 1 

no. Hanging branch and 2 no. Lowest limbs on 1 no. Yew tree.  Reduce down to 0.5m 3 no. Laurel stems.  

Remover northern stem 1 no. Ash tree.  Reduce NW sector by 1-1.5m and crown raise by up to 2m in 1 no. Yew 

tree. 

 

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED SINCE THE LAST MEETING 

 
SDNP/15/00484/FUL 

Boxalland Farm, Petworth Road, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU27 3BH 

Conversion of existing granary building to residential including modifications to the south elevation 

 

SDNP/15/00895/TCA 

Well House, High Hampstead Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU29 9ET 

Notification of intention to reduce height by up to 7m and width by up to 7m on 1 no. Ash tree 

 

SDNP/14/05882/TCA 

The Old Rectory, Blind Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9ET 

Notification of intention to reduce heights by 3m (to previous pruning points) on 2 no. Chestnut trees and 

reduce height by 2,5m on 1 no. Walnut tree 

 

DECISIONS RECEIVED 

 
SDNP/14/05831/LIS 

1, The Quell Cottage, Quell Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU27 3BW 

Removal of lean-to structure to cartilage listed outbuilding 

DECISION: APPROVED 

 

SDNP/14/05882/TCA 

The Old Rectory, Blind Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9ET 

Notification of intention to reduce heights by 3m on 2 no. Chestnut trees and reduce height by 2.5m on 1 no. 

Walnut tree 

DECISION: RAISE NO OBJECTION 

 

SDNP/14/06079/HOUS 

Glebe Park, Blind Lane, Lurgashall, West Sussex GU28 9ET 

Three Storey and single storey extensions and alterations 

DECISION: WITHDRAWN 
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33/15 HIGHWAYS 

Clerk to report bad potholes by Boxalland Farm and by Dickhurst Farm to WSCC Highways.  Anyone can 

report a pothole or any road or pathway problem (including flooding, overgrown vegetation and fly-tipping) to West 

Sussex County Council directly by phoning 01243 642105 or by email highways@westsussex.gov.uk or on the 

website www.lovewestsussex.gov.uk . If you are reporting an emergency, such as trees which have fallen down or 

drain/inspection covers that are missing, either during office hours or which will require an out of hours response, then 

please phone 01243 642105. 

 

34/15 VILLAGE GREEN. 

Mr Hayhurst said that the contract had now been placed with regard to restoring the phone box, within budget.  

This is due to happen in May or June as it needs to rely on a good spell of dry weather. The phone box is to be 

sandblasted then re-painted.  Whilst this is taking place, the defibrillator will be temporarily located in the bus 

shelter. 

Ed Dickinson is still looking into potential funding for the village fingerposts.  Clerk to chase again.  There had 

been two complaints regarding the state of the small triangular green.  It needs re-soiling and reseeding. The 

Chairman said he would deal with this issue. 

Concern was raised regarding the state of the pond as it was full of rubbish including a sheet of metal and is in 

need of dredging again.  The Chairman said he would look into the cost of doing this and find out when it was 

last done. 

 

36/15 COMMON LAND 

The Chairman said he had a long chat with Peter Jupp at WSCC and with SDNP regarding the land to either 

side of the road at Dial Green. There seems to be neither no-one nor any organisation that is in a position to 

follow up or obliged to look at these types of issues over common land. Both WSCC and SDNP stated they 

were sure the land is common land.   

As the landowner, Mr Jowett explained that uunfortunately their original conveyancing solicitor who managed 

the purchase of the property in 2001  is now part of another practice and no longer acts in this respect. This has 

involved them having to retrieve the files which has taken sometime to process, and it is only recently they have 

been able to collate all documentation to source and appoint another solicitor.  Mr Jowett said they had always 

been open and honest about it. There are so many countryside acts and there are a number of issues in and 

around the fencing of the land which they are trying to clarify and resolve.   

The neighbours brought the issues up claiming commoner’s rights over the aforementioned land therefore it 

should be them pursuing this.  Mr Hayhurst said the Parish Council had to tell the complainant whether they 

were getting involved or not but it was essential a good discussion was needed.  Dr Wilding and Mrs Martin-

Jenkins agreed that they didn’t think the Parish Council were in a position to get involved.  Mr Bonnett said it 

was a horrible situation to be in and sympathised but added that fifteen years ago when this issue was brought 

up, the previous owners were asked to take down the fencing as it was deemed to be common land but nothing 

was followed up.  Dr Wilding said there were several other examples in Lurgashall where owners had built on 

or fenced in Common and the Parish Council had not pursued them. 
 
At this stage, having explained his point, Mr Jowett withdrew from the meeting. 

 

Following a fair and good discussion, The Chairman summarised by stating that the Parish Council had 

received a complaint at the November 2014 meeting, he had kept the complainants updated with the progress 

since and having made verbal enquiries feels that the Parish Council has done as much as it can.  All agreed 
this. If the complainant wishes to pursue the matter they have every right to do so.  Clerk with the assistance of 

Mr Hayhurst will draft letters to both the landowner and the complainant informing them of the decision. 
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37/15 HEADSTONE ON COMMON 

Clerk had received a request from a relation of a former Lurgashall resident who lived at Smugglers Cottage for 

40+ years next to the winery.  Sadly the lady died and her ashes were scattered under a Mountain Ash tree that 

she had planted on the Common in memory of a companion who lived with her for many years. The family are 

quite keen with the permission of the Winery (which has been kindly granted) to put a small headstone beside 

the tree giving her name and dates. The family thought they should run this via the Parish Council.  There was 

no objection to this request. 

 

38/15 PLAYGROUND 

Mrs Wood reported that all was fine at the Playground.  The new gate is completed and works very well. 

 

39/15 OPERATION WATERSHED. 

Mr Bonnett said that John Simpson was unable to start the works until the funding of the various applications 

with the different specifications was in place.  It is hoped he will start the works within the next couple of 

weeks, now the weather is improving.  He will be phasing this in with other work.  Mr Bonnett said the works 

should be completed by the end of the summer.   

 

40/15 VILLAGE HALL LEASE 

My Hayhurst said when the village hall new lease was completed in 2004; the trustees should have applied to 

register the lease with Land Registry.  A registered title is important when applying for funding.  He proposed 

that this now be done; it is an easy process and involves submitting a Stamp Duty Land Tax Return with a 

possible fine and the Land Registry fee, which would be around £140.  Mr Bonnett said when the renovations 

were previously done to the hall, they needed a longer lease and CDC obviously had different requirements as it 

did not need to have a registered title then.  In order to secure all future grants, the Parish Council agreed that 

Mr Hayhurst should now go ahead and register the lease. 

 

41/15 ALLOTMENTS 

Mr Harden reported he had turned the water on at the allotments.  Clerk had received a letter from Smithsgore 

noting that the rent payable by the Parish Council for the allotment land was last reviewed in 2012.  Therefore 

they proposed that the new rent for the next three year period should increase to £185 from £170 per annum.  

All agreed this was acceptable.  Clerk to confirm, sign and return the agreement.  Clerk added the allotment 

invoices were now due for the 2015/16 season.  There are currently 15 tenants occupying 15 full plots and 2 

half plots.  According to records there are seven empty plots so if there is anyone wanting an allotment then 

please do contact the Clerk. 

 

42/15 RIGHTS OF WAY 

Clerk to write a letter of complaint to WSCC highlighting the Parish Council’s concerns following the news that 

the new PROW inspection cycle is changing from every 9 months to every 15 months.    

 

43/15 WINTER MANAGEMENT 

Mr Bonnett said because of all the efforts, there had been no need to use the plan this winter.   

 

44/15 DARK SKIES IN SDNP 

The Clerk had received a letter from SDNPA regarding the launch of a project to get International Dark Sky 

Reserve Status for parts of the South Downs National Park and requesting support from individual parishes. 

Just submitting an application to the International Dark-Skies Association (IDA) to designate parts of the park 

as a Dark Sky Reserve would be a huge achievement considering the challenges of a protected landscape in the 

south east. Although specific planning control will be needed to protect it, a Dark Sky Reserve is not a legal 

designation but a declaration that the people of the South Down National Park want to protect their dark skies. 

Many other National Parks, both domestic and abroad, have or are in the process of gaining similar status and 

they hope that the South Downs National Park and its residents can copy this achievement. To do this they need 
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to tackle the light pollution causing the deterioration of our night skies. Many parishes have already offered 

their support and the SDNPA is hoping you will join them in taking local action to protect your skies by 

adopting lighting policies in your Neighbourhood or Village plans. The National Park contains some of the 

darkest places in the South East –some of them are of such high quality they are considered a national asset both 

for us and the wildlife that lives there. However they want to protect and enhance all of the night skies in the 

South Downs, including those in your parish.  Reducing light pollution at a domestic level is relatively easy. It 

can be as simple as: angling a security light so that it shines straight down; using timers; or just reducing 

illumination levels to the a minimum brightness. These small changes could make a huge difference. The 

SDNPA has no desire to ban of lighting; that would be impractical, unenforceable, dangerous and inconsistent 

with UK planning law. They do not want parishes to sign up to any extra planning enforcement. What they are 

asking, is for your Parish to acknowledge the issue and consider the impacts of lighting and take personal 

responsibility in future planning.  All agreed to back the project.  Clerk to write a letter of support. 

 

45/15 ELECTIONS 

The Parish Council Elections will be held on Thursday 7
th

 May.  Nominations packs are available from the 

Clerk.  Clerk to submit an article to the Parish News and put posters on the notice boards and website to 

advertise the elections together with the eligibility criteria.  It is hoped this will encourage new potential 

Councillors. Applications need to be delivered to East Pallant House in Chichester by 4pm on Thursday 9
th

 

April.  There will also be District Council and General Elections on the same day. 
 

46/15 NEW HOMES BONUS 2015/16 

The New Homes Bonus scheme will be running again in 2015 with £400,000 in the pot for Parish and Town 

Councils to apply for, the process will follow that established in 2013 and 2014. The likely level for funding for 

Lurgashall is £1,157, based on the level of development in the last three years. Please note that this money is 

not ring fenced for Parish use, but is information to guide the likely level of funding each Parish could apply 

for. Using this information, CDC would like Parish Councils to share this information with residents and begin 

the process of identifying potential projects. As last year, applications will need to be with CDC by the end of 

July and a special meeting of the Grants and Concessions Panel will meet in September to consider bids.  Ideas 

for refurbishing the notice board, cleaning up the pond and repainting the playground were suggested.  Clerk to 

look into the associated costs. 

 

47/15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Dr Wilding reminded the Planning Committee there would be a short meeting after this. 

 

48/15 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14
th

 May which is the AGM.  The Annual Parish Meeting will 

however be on Thursday 9
th

 April.  It was agreed to keep the format as last year. 
 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm. 


