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LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  ACT  1972

Parish of Lurgashall

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Hall

Thursday  10  April  2014

PRESENT

From the Parish Council; Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mrs
A Martin-Jenkins, Dr A H J Tate, Dr P J H Wilding, Mrs R D Wood,
and Mr M H Oakland (Clerk).

Also present; Mr N Thomas and four members of the public.

The Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting at 7.30 pm and welcomed 
everyone.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Mrs J Duncton and Mr G J Hayhurst.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 18 April 2013, were approved 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.
The Parish Council met 6 times in the last year and Councillors attendance was 74%, well 
down on last year. 3 Councillors had 100% attendance. The attendance of District and 
County Councillors was 75%, also down on last year but this was due to North East 
Forum meetings clashing with our meetings. This is something I hope to address in the 
coming year and would take this opportunity to thank Mr Thomas and Mrs Duncton for 
all their hard work on our behalf. 

The Planning Committee now meets on the first Monday of each month and has 
considered 26 applications this year, which is well down on last years record high of 48.

A new table with benches was purchased for the playground thanks to a grant from the 
Fete and we thank them for that. ROSPA did their usual annual report on the playground 
and once again it was deemed to be of Medium Risk. As I pointed out last year, the 
Playground will not be classified as Low Risk unless we replace our perfectly good  
equipment with new.
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The Finance Committee met in November to discuss the budget for the coming year and 
after presenting their recommendations to the full committee it was agreed to raise the 
Precept by �250 to �13250, an increase of less than 2%. The main reason for the rise was 
in order to purchase the equipment required to receive plans electronically from 
Chichester District Council, which will be required from 1st June 2014.

The problems on the Village Green caused by parking have continued to be a major 
headache, although the decision to put in a line of posts along the north side seems to be 
keeping vehicles off. The small triangle next to the large Chestnut tree has been a 
problem. It is common land owned by the Leconfield Estate and next to the highway. 
Therefore anything done to it has to be within the rules of Common Land and agreed to 
by both the owners and Highways Dept. A compromise is still being sought but I hope 
this can be achieved before another winter brings further problems. The signpost on the 
Green has been renovated by volunteers and I thank Matthew Boxall for renewing the 
finger boards.

In the spring we purchased 11 new salt bins (1 paid for by the Fete) and they are still full 
of salt for next winter. 

Flooding was a problem in all the usual places and a few more we haven’t seen before, 
but compared to large areas of the country we were lucky.

The age-old problem of Pot Holes has been made worse this winter by the water but it is 
hoped the extra money promised for minor roads will see ours getting more attention in 
the next two years. We are presently waiting to have a meeting with highways regarding 
specific major problems in the parish. The meeting is the result of a letter from the Parish 
Council to the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport.

We have had two Skips this year and both went away well loaded. The next Skip will be 
in the Village Hall Car Park from 10am to Noon on Saturday 10th May.

At the March meeting Dr Andrew Tate was appointed as a Director of the Lurgashall 
Recreation Association as a representative of the Parish Council, to come into effect at 
the AGM of the LRA on 1 May 2014.

The Clerk will present a Financial Report later so it is suffice to say the Finance 
Committee aided by the Clerk were very accurate once again with their forecasts.

Finally I would like to say thank you to all of the members of the Council for their help 
and support over the last twelve months, especially the chairpersons of the various 
committees, Anthea (Finance), Peter(Planning), Geoff(Village Green) and Jeremy(Winter 
Management). My last thank you must be to the Clerk. Mike spends hours fighting the 
Parish Council’s corner with officialdom on our behalf and he doesn’t stop until he gets 
an answer. Thank you all the team for another good year.
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PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
A summary of the Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the year to 31 March 
2014 was available to all those present. The Clerk gave a brief overview of the figures 
and invited questions. In response to a question as to the level of use of the children’s 
playground, the Chairman said that this did vary according to the prevailing age profile of 
children in the village, but at present the facility was very well used.
The financial year had opened with funds held totalling �12392. During the year the 
Council received income of �13958 (of which �13000 came from the Precept) and it had 
spent a total of �13776, leaving a closing balance of �12574.

PARISHIONERS FORUM
1 Mr Bonnett presented the following report on behalf of the Lurgashall Recreation 
Association (LRA).

Since Geoff Hayhurst reported to the Annual Parish Meeting last year a lot has happened 
at the Lurgashall Recreation Association.

After many delays the football field was purchased from the Diocese of Chichester on 
July 31st 2013. And to mark the Queen’s Jubilee it was decided to rename the field the 
Jubilee Field.

The success of the fundraising effort in obtaining grants and donations meant that the 
loan made by the anonymous donor was paid off while still leaving a positive balance in 
the accounts.

With the money in hand we set about maintenance which was long overdue. Hedges have 
been cut back, overhanging branches trimmed and a new entrance gate installed.

At the same time we have invited parishioners to join LRA as members so that they could 
have a say in the running and development of the Jubilee Field. To date we have the 
encouraging, not to say astonishing, number of 140 adult members and 26 juniors.

Next month, on May 1st, the AGM will be held which all members can attend and at 
which a new board of Directors will be elected.

After the formal part of the AGM, there will be a chance to have a preliminary discussion 
about future development of the Jubilee Field. Members will have the opportunity to give 
their views as to what facilities, if any, should be provided in the field.

2 The Chairman then reported on various activities organised by the Village Hall 
Committee. He said that a variety of functions were in hand and that the recent 
exhibition, organised to celebrate the centenary of the opening of the hall, was extremely 
well attended. Over one hundred people had visited the exhibition and it was planned to 
repeat the displays later in the year when it was hoped that additional photographs may 
have become available.
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The Chairman then (as Chairman of the Cricket Club), mentioned that the club had 
experienced a very successful season last year, resulting in promotion to a higher league.

3 Mrs Martin-Jenkins informed the meeting that a new vicar would shortly be 
taking up the role for Lurgashall and will be living in Northchapel.

4 Mr Thomas mentioned the recent opening of new “Grange” in Midhurst and 
commented upon the excellent facilities now available.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55 pm.


