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DRAFT

LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall

Thursday 11 September 2014

Present Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mrs A Martin-Jenkins,
Mrs R D Wood, and Mr M H Oakland (Clerk).

Also present Mr N Thomas and one member of the public.

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm.

77/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Mr G J Hayhurst, Mr J W Harden, Mr N P Jowett,
Dr A H J Tate and Sr P J H Wilding.

78/14 CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.

79/14 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 
record.

80/14 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.

81/14 OPEN FORUM
Referring to the post-meeting report placed in the Parish Newsletter for September 
regarding road signs (ref. 71/14), Mr P Read commented upon the continuing usefulness 
to the emergency services of road names, despite the availability of GPS systems and 
post-codes.
Members agreed that post-codes provided limited help due to each code covering many 
properties, and felt that the difficulties in locating properties in this parish were due 
mainly to the lack of easily-seen house names.

82/14 COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Mr Thomas mentioned that the “fracking” planning application in Fernhurst parish had 
been refused by the SDNP planning. He said that the District Council was presently 
awaiting approval from the Secretary of State in respect of the District Local Plan 
(excluding the National Park).
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83/14 FINANCE
The Clerk distributed annex “A” which included;
a) a statement of the Council’s bank accounts, incorporating details of cheques which 
needed to be issued, and for which approval was sought.
b) figures setting out the Council’s income and expenditure to date against the current 
budget.

The members duly approved the payment of all the cheques listed.

Financial Regulations
Prior to the meeting all members had received a copy of draft new Financial Regulations 
for the Parish Council. Members required no amendments to these and on a proposal by 
Mrs Wood, seconded by Mr Bonnett, agreed unanimously that they be adopted by the 
Council. A copy of the new regulations is attached as annex “B”.

Operating procedures
Following adoption of the new regulations, certain changes were needed to the operating 
procedures in order to comply with those regulations. These are;
a) The Council will review annually in May the list of signatories on the bank 
accounts.
b) The Systems Auditor will carry out the checks on procedures and accuracy of 
financial information provided by the Clerk to the Council on a quarterly basis, the exact 
timings of the checks to be at the discretion of the Systems Auditor. The checks will 
require the Systems Auditor to confirm the correctness of the bank reconciliations by 
signing both these and the original bank statements. The Systems Auditor will then report 
the outcome of the inspection to the next available meeting of the Council.
c) The Clerk must arrange for duplicate bank statements to be sent to the Chairman 
at the same time as they are issued to the Clerk.

84/14 PLANNING
In the absence of Dr. Wilding, Mrs Martin-Jenkins commented upon the following 
applications;

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED

SDNP/14/02227/FUL
Blackdown House

Amendment to consent SDNP/12/00328/FUL to provide turning area as part of 
the proposed track.

SDNP/14/02908/HOUS
Boxalland Cottage

Two-storey side extension to a detached house.
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SDNP/14/02693/FUL
Playing field east of Jubilee Cottage

Change of use of part of field to permit car parking and installation of hard 
surface on car parking area.

SDNP/14/03404/HOUS  and  SDNP/14/03405/LIS
The Malt House

Erection of replacement rear extension, new windows and rooflights, internal 
modifications and new access crossover to replace existing.

SDNP/14/03896/HOUS
Southwater, Lickfold

Erection of new ancillary guest/staff annexe.

DECISIONS RECEIVED

SDNP/13/05671/HOUS
Leigh Barton, Brook Hill

Demolition of workshop and annex buildings and erection of outbuilding to 
provide workshop, storage and annex. APPROVED

SDNP/14/02908/HOUS
Boxalland Cottage, Petworth Road

Two-storey side extension. APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

Dealing with planning applications on-line.
The Clerk had spoken to the Systems Supervisor of the SDNPA who confirms that 
workshops will be run for “Consultee Access” for parish councils later this year. In the 
meantime there is no firm date by which the paper plans will be stopped by the SDNPA, 
this now being anticipated as early 2015. As an introduction to the new arrangements the 
authority is shortly to distribute documentation and this will be made available to all 
members of the planning committee.

Orchard Park Farm
The Chairman said that it had been brought to his attention that work was being carried 
out at this property which appeared to be in connection with the installation of a septic 
tank. The location was very close both to an adjoining property and a nearby stream, with 
the obvious concern regarding the possibility of water pollution.
The Chairman had sent a suitable e-mail to CDC planning and a response was awaited.

The Clerk mentioned that CDC was said to be preparing a report for the SDNPA 
regarding the use of agricultural land for domestic purposes (see 64/14) and he had 
requested a copy of the report for the Parish Council. Clerk to follow.
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85/14 HIGHWAYS
Further to 65/14, the problems had been reported to Highways and the Chairman 
confirmed that the work opposite “The Chimes” had been done.

The Clerk had reported a potentially dangerous fallen tree in Northhurst Lane and 
removal of this was awaited.

86/14 VILLAGE GREEN
The Chairman summarised the position in respect of the small triangle of land at the 
north-west corner of the Green. A meeting had been held with Highways on 14 August, 
following which they wished to establish the legal liability for the small area before 
deciding the way forward in terms of work and finance. If restoration was eventually 
carried out then they indicated that they would support the purchasing/installation of a 
traditional finger-post at this point.

The Chairman mentioned that Garden Escapes had been asked to cut the hedge 
surrounding the pond and that he had re-painted the door of the phone box. He added that 
Mr Hayhurst was looking into the raising of finance for the full restoration of the box. If 
any of this work is undertaken by members of the Council then Mr Read kindly offered to 
lend some equipment.

87/14 PLAYGROUND
Mrs Wood said that the annual safety inspection had been carried out by Rospa and that 
the overall assessment was a “medium” risk. No major problems had been identified 
which required work. However, she did feel that the swings would benefit from 
repainting and the Chairman undertook to look at this.

88/14 OPERATION WATERSHED
The Clerk summarised the progress made on this matter. Following the identification of 
seven problem flooding points in the parish a report had been prepared for WSCC and 
subsequently approved by an engineer from Balfour Beatty. He in turn had added detail 
to the intial schedule and the Parish Council was now in a position to seek quotations for 
the work. Two contractors, already known to the Council, have been approached and both 
confirmed their interest.
Permission for work to be carried out will be required from two landowners. Clerk to a) 
contact the landowners, b) accompany the two contractors to the sites in order that they 
may prepare quotations for the work. The Council will then need to select one and seek 
approval for the funding from WSCC.

89/14 ALLOTMENTS
The Clerk informed members that he had agreed with Leconfield Estate that they would 
install both a new meter and a stop-cock at the entrance to the allotments. This would 
more clearly define the future areas of responsibilty for both parties. The Estate is 
currently extremely busy but it is hoped the work will be carried out ahead of the coming 
winter.
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90/14 ROAD SIGNAGE.
Chichester District Council
Following the July meeting of the Parish Council (see 71/14) the Clerk had exchanged 
correspondence with Chichester District Council, seeking to have the recently-erected 
signs removed. However, the CDC had refused to comply with this request, citing its 
responsibilities under section 19 of the Public Health Act 1925, and asked the Parish 
Council to await the result of a review of current procedures, this being anticipated to 
become available in October.

Members were very disappointed by this response but agreed to await the outcome of the 
review. In the meantime the CDC have agreed to re-site the latest sign erected at the 
junction of The Quell and Jobsons Lane in order to remove the possibility of confusion 
created by its current positioning.

Clerk to write to CDC and confirm Council will await outcome of review.

Request from parishioner for additional signage.
A request had been received from a parishioner for the following;

a) Junction of The Quell and Jobsons Lane
To erect on Jobsons Lane a two-way sign indicating the directions to Haslemere, 
Chiddingfold, Midhurst, Lodsworth and Lurgashall.
b) Jobsons Lane
Street name signs at the T-junctions along Jobsons Lane (e.g. Jays Lane junction).

Members considered these requests and did not wish to support them. It was felt that the 
signage was quite unnecessary, was a step towards suburbanising the parish, and that any 
new road signage would be quite incongruous with the old-style finger-posts still 
maintained by the Parish Council. Clerk to write accordingly.

91/14 RIGHTS OF WAY
The Clerk mentioned that he had reported trees fallen across path 2026, adjacent Old 
Mead Copse, asking for these to be removed.

Mrs Martin-Jenkins said that she felt the clearance of vegetation from the paths was not 
of the previous standard. Clerk will send report to WSCC.

92/14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Richard Boston, Community Support Officer, had offered to attend Parish Council 
meetings in order to create and maintain dialogue with members. The Clerk had agreed 
that he could attend the meetings in March, July and November.

The forthcoming vacancy for the position of Parish Clerk had been publicised in the 
Parish Newsletter, and details had been sent to SSALC. These would therefore be 
circulated to the Parish Councils in Surrey and Sussex. If no response was forthcoming 
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by mid-October then it was proposed to place small adverts in both the Observer and the 
Haslemere Herald.

93/14 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting will be 13 November.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm


