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DRAFT

LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall

Thursday 10 July 2014

Present Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr G J Hayhurst, Mr J W 
Harden, Mr N P Jowett, Mrs A Martin-Jenkins, Dr A H J Tate, Mrs R D 
Wood, and Mr M H Oakland (Clerk).

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm

57/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Dr P J H Wilding, Mrs J Duncton and Mr N Thomas.

58/14 CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.

59/14 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 
record.

60/14 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising

61/14 OPEN FORUM
There were no members of the public present

62/14 COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No reports had been submitted

63/14 FINANCE
The Clerk distributed annex “A” which included;
a) a statement of the Council’s bank accounts, incorporating details of cheques which 
needed to be issued, and for which approval was sought.
b) figures setting out the Council’s income and expenditure to date against the current 
budget.

The members duly approved the payment of all cheques listed.

The Clerk reported on the following matters;
1 Grant from Chichester District Council. Athough payment had not yet been 
received, a letter from the CDC confirmed that a grant of �195 had been approved 
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towards the cost of purchasing suitable equipment to enable the members of the Planning 
committee to view applications “on-line”.
2 Water Bill �829.47 A bill for this amount had been received from Leconfield 
Estates in January of this year. The very large amount was the result of a leak in the pipe
which supplies the allotments. The Estate has agreed to write-off the entire amount. 
Members felt this was extremely generous and instructed the Clerk to write a suitable 
letter to express their thanks.
3 Fixed Assets. Further to 45/14, Mr Anthony Crandon has kindly undertaken to 
assess the value of the Council’s fixed assets. A report is expected within the next two 
months.

64/14 PLANNING
In the absence of Dr Wilding, Mrs Martin-Jenkins commented upon the following 
applications;

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED

SDNP/14/00952/LIS AND SDNP/14/00951/HOUS
1, The Quell Cottages, Jobsons Lane

Create new vehicular access including driveway and two parking spaces.

SDNP/14/01398/HOUS AND SDNP/14/01399/LIS
Northhurst Farm, Dial Green

Replacement rear extension and various alterations and additions.

SDNP/14/01772/LIS AND SDNP/14/01738/ADV
Noahs Ark, The Green

Six painted timber signs.

SDNP/14/02044/TCA
Hazards, High Hampstead Lane

Reduce height by 8-10m on two Cupress trees. Reduce height by 5m and width by 
4m on one Silver Birch tree. Reduce height by 4m on one Cupress tree.

SDNP/14/01082/LIS AND SDNP/14/01743/FUL
Mill Farm, Mill Lane

Change of use of land from agricultural to a campsite for seven tents and ancillary 
parking.

SDNP/14/02285/HOUS
The Lodge, Windfallwood Common

Remodelling of existing garages.
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DECISIONS RECEIVED

SDNP/13/05501/FUL
Courts Yard, Windfallwood Common.

Erection of two detached dwellings with garages following the demolition of and 
removal of all existing buildings, hard surfaces and uses. WITHDRAWN

SDNP/14/00951/HOUS 
1, The QuellCottages, Jobsons Lane

New vehicular access to the site including driveway and two parking spaces
APPROVED

SDNP/14/00952/LIS
1, The Quell Cottages, Jobsons Lane

New vehicular access to the site including driveway and two parking spaces
WITHDRAWN

SDNP/13/05519/LDE
Plash Barn Farm, Jobsons Lane

Change of use of and associated works to a former agricultural building to a 
building used ancillary to a dwellinghouse. APPROVED

SDNP/14/01738/ADV AND SDNP/14/01772/LIS
Noahs Ark, The Green

Six new timber business signs. REFUSED

SDNP/14/02044/TCA
Hazards, High Hampstead Lane.

Notification of intention to reduce height of 2 Cupress trees and 1 Silver Birch 
tree. NO OBJECTION

Other Matters
Orchard Park Farm. The Clerk reported that correspondence with the Enforcement 
Officer continues. The two issues are a) whether agricultural land has effectively been 
taken into the garden and b) whether building work already carried out conforms to 
approvals given. A report is to be prepared by the CDC for the consideration of the 
SDNPA.
Electronic viewing of planning applications. It is the intention of the SDNPA to introduce 
this system during September this year. Training sessions for parishes will be arranged 
beforehand.

65/14 HIGHWAYS
The Clerk reported the following items;
Parking of vehicles at Crossways. An e-mail dated 12 May 2014 had been received 
from PCSO Richard Boston stating that he had instructed the owner of the adjacent 
property not to park vehicles “at all outside his property”. The owner has agreed to park 
on the gravel driveway opposite the property.
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Signs on the new “Gates” on Hampstead Lane. The purchase of these has been completed 
and the signs have been fixed to the gates.
Ditches outside the entrance to Greenland Farm, Jobsons Lane. Highways have been 
asked to press the landowner to clear these ditches to try and improve the drainage at this 
problem point. They are currently in correspondence with the agents for the Dickhurst 
Estate (Batcheller Monkhouse). Clerk to follow.

Other issues
Members raised two other matters. a) to have the brushwood removed from the sides of 
the road north of Boxalland Farm, and b) to have Highways repair a hole in the road 
opposite “The Chimes”. Clerk to action both these items.

66/14 VILLAGE GREEN
Mr Hayhurst said that the south-eastern corner of the triangle (near Jubilee Cottage) was 
being damaged by vehicles and that it was the intention to install a suitable post to try and 
protect it.
He then referred to the phone-box, the condition of which has deteriorated quite badly in 
recent months. In July 2012 the Parish Council received a grant of �750 from WSCC 
towards a thorough refurbishment of the box. However, BT then paid for it to be painted 
and the refurbishment was not carried out. The grant was duly returned to WSCC. Mr 
Hayhurst understood that the contractor who would have undertaken the refurbishment 
would still be available for this work. Fresh moves would need to be made to put together 
a financing package and this would be investigated.

The Chairman confirmed that an estimate had been received from Landbuild for 
surfacing work in connection with the damaged small triangle of land in the north-west 
corner of the Green. This amounted to �4568. It had been forwarded to WSCC Highways 
to see if they were willing to cover the cost of the work. Clerk to follow.

Mrs Martin-Jenkins asked if the number of posts erected along the northern edge of the 
Green could be reduced. Members discussed and felt that for the time being they should 
all remain.

67/14 WINTER MANAGEMENT
Mr Bonnett reported that an inspection showed all the salt bins to be in sound order and 
completely full of salt.

68/14 PLAYGROUND
Mrs Wood said that the annual safety inspection report was awaited from Rospa. She felt 
that a small amount of maintenance work may have to be carried out in the near future.

69/14 OPERATION WATERSHED
The Clerk gave a brief outline of this WSCC Highways scheme in which funds could be 
made available for flood prevention work to be carried out in the parish.
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The intial step for the parish would be for a survey to be undertaken to identify problem 
points which contribute to flooding. This would then be forwarded to Highways for their 
assessment. Mr Bonnett has agreed to accompany the Clerk on this task later the current 
month.

70/14 ALLOTMENTS
Mr Harden said that he had repaired a leaking tap and the Clerk reported that it was the 
intention of Mr Burrows (Garden Escapes) to have the empty plots  mown very shortly.

71/14 ROAD SIGNAGE
In the course of 2014 several new road signs have been erected in the parish by the 
District Council, without prior notice to the Parish Council and without the Council’s 
approval. These have resulted in many complaints from residents, these centreing chiefly 
upon their being inappropriate for this rural parish, being unnecessary, and in some cases 
incorrect naming.
Following these complaints the Parish Council has reached agreement with the CDC that 
no further road signs will be erected in this parish without the prior approval of the 
Council.
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had distributed to members a copy of a letter dated 2 July 
from Mr Patrick Szell. Members had also received a copy of the petition referred to in Mr 
Szell’s letter, this having been signed by seventeen members of the public.( Petition 
attached as annex “B”) The petition requests the Parish Council to adopt a decision to
request the District Council to remove the new five road signs and the supporting posts 
forthwith.
Members discussed this at length and unanimously agreed to write to the District Council 
in accordance with the request contained in the petition. 
The Council also instructed the Clerk to write to the two members of the public who had 
asked the District Council to erect the signs, and to ensure that a suitable mention would 
be made in the post-meeting Newsletter report. Clerk to action these points.

72/14 RIGHTS OF WAY.
Mr Harden reported a dangerous point in path 1068 at edge of Bentleys Copse. He also 
said that the stile on 585 near Gatehouse Farm was broken. Clerk inspect and report both 
these matters.

73/14 MEETING DATES FOR 2014 – 2015.
Dates for the remainder of this period will be;

September 11 January 8
November 13 March 12

May 14

Annual Parish Meeting April 9
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74/14 CORRESPONDENCE
Lurgashall Mill Pond The Clerk had written to Mr Simon Knight of Smiths Gore 
to enquire as to the future of the Mill Pond following its recent damage. He had 
subsequently spoken to Mr Knight who had confirmed to him that it was the intention to 
restore the pond, though this may take several months.
Village Hall Management Committee In response to a letter from the committee, 
the Clerk had confirmed that Mrs Wood will continue as the Council’s representative on 
the committee for 2014 – 2015.
Audit of Community Facilities This had been completed and returned to the CDC 
Corporate Information Team.

75/14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman reminded members that elections for places on the Council will take place 
in 2015 and asked all present to give consideration to the question of who may be suitable 
from the parish to take on the role. He said that either he or the Clerk would be pleased to 
discuss with anyone what was involved and  asked for names to be put forward.

On 8 July Mr Bonnett had attended a “Joint Minerals Local Plan” for West Sussex event 
at Midhurst. The plan will be prepared jointly by WSCC and the SDNPA and will set a 
strategy for mineral development to 2031. This will not cover drilling for gas or oil. A 
series of background papers will be made available on-line and it is expected to be 
adopted in 2017. In the meantime a 90-page consultation document requires a response 
by 31 July.

76/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting will be September 11th.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.07 pm.


