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DRAFT

LURGASHALL  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall

Thursday  13 March 2014

Present Mr R E J Cooper (Chairman), Mr J S Bonnett, Mr J W Harden, Mr G J 
Hayhurst, Mrs A Martin-Jenkins, Dr A H J Tate, Dr P J H Wilding,
Mrs R D Wood and Mr M H Oakland (Clerk).

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm.

18/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Mrs J Duncton and Mr N Thomas.

19/14 CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chairman reminded members of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct.

20/14 MR N SCOTT (WSCC) RIGHTS OF WAY
Mr Scott is the local Ranger and attended the meeting at the request of members. He 
explained the present system whereby the WSCC look after the Rights of Way. This is 
based on a cycle of 9-monthly inspections with follow-up maintenance. The chief 
difference from earlier management is the much greater emphasis on landowner 
responsibility for carrying out remedial work, such as stile repair and tree cutting.
He said that if a landowner wished to install any new structure (as opposed to a 
replacement) then permission must firstly be sought from WSCC. But, grants may be 
available for certain work (e.g.fencing) which are considered an improvement to the path.
The public can report issues on the WSCC web-site, or can contact Mr Scott directly on 
03302 226695.

21/14 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true 
record.

22/14 MATTERS ARISING
The Clerk said that further to item 16/14(4) he had placed a note in the parish Newsletter  
asking if parishioners had any suggestions for commemorating the first world war. No 
responses had been received. Members agreed to discuss the matter at the next meeting.

23/14 OPEN FORUM
There were no members of the public present.
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24/14 COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No Councillors were present.

25/14 FINANCE
The Clerk said that a letter of thanks had been received from the Parochial Church 
Council acknowledging the grant of �375.
A bill for the supply of water to the Allotments of �829.47 had been received from 
Leconfield Estates, this due to a leak. But the exact position of the leak had not been 
established. The matter had been discussed with messrs. Taylor and Wardle of the estate. 
It was agreed that when the location of the leak was identified then further discussion 
would take place.

The Clerk distributed annex “A” which included;
a) a statement of the position of the Council’s bank accounts, incorporating details of 
cheques which needed to be issued, and for which approval was sought.
b) figures setting out the Council’s income and expenditure to date against the current 
budget.

The members duly approved the payment of all cheques listed.

The members discussed the question of donations. It was agreed that the following 
donations be made;
Arun & Chichester CAB �50, Waverley CAB �50
Sussex Air Ambulance �50 Petworth Food Bank �50
Haslemere Community First Responders �50.

26/14 PLANNING
Dr. Wilding commented upon the following applications;

APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED SINCE THE LAST MEETING

SDNP/13/05671/HOUS
Leigh Barton, Brook Hill

Demolition of workshop and annex outbuildings and erection of outbuildings 
providing workshop, storage and annex.

SDNP/14/00135/FUL
Jays Farm, Jays Lane

Variation of condition 5 of planning permission LG/10/05213/FUL. To amend 
condition 5 to read “no development relating to the conversion of the existing 
barn and associated single-storey building to habitable accomodation shall 
commence on site until working drawings and a method statement have been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

SDNP/13/05872/FUL & SDNP/13/05873/LIS
The Noahs Ark Inn
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Minor extension to catering kitchen at rear of premises including demolition of
link section between prep area and main kitchen.

SDNP/13/05503/FUL
Courts Yard, Windfallwood Common

Redevelopment to provide replacement B1(c) Light Industrial, B2 (General 
Industrial) and B8 (Storage & Distribution) floorspace with ancillary office, 
parking, servicing and turning facilities.

SDNP/13/05501/FUL
Courts Yard, Windfallwood Common.

Erection of two detached dwellings with garages following the demolition of and 
removal of all existing buildings, hard surfacing and uses.

DECISIONS RECEIVED

SDNP/13/02074/FUL
Leigh Barton, Brook Hill

Construction of tennis court. REFUSED

SDNP/13/04695/FUL
Northhurst Farm

Retrospective application for the formation of a new track within the property.
APPROVED

SDNP/13/05311/HOUS
1, The Quell Cottages, Quell Lane.

Development works for the new property entrance and replacement of dilapidated 
storage barn. WITHDRAWN

SDNP/13/04702/FUL
Upper Roundhurst House, Roundhurst Lane

Construction of tennis court. APPROVED

Local Plan for the South Downs National Park
Dr Wilding and Dr Tate had attended a meeting at Leconfield Hall, Petworth the previous 
evening and Dr Wilding gave a report on this.
The final plan will not be published until 2017, but in the immediate future a consultation 
document is being issued and the Parish Council is invited to submit comments in respect 
of the various options being proposed. It was agreed that the likely work-load should be 
considered at a special meeting of all members, with a week-end date being favoured. Dr 
Wilding is to arrange this.
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Orchard Park Farm.
As no fresh planning application had been received in respect of work carried out on this 
property the Clerk had asked the Enforcement Officer to visit again. A report was 
awaited.

Planning Committee
The Clerk had contacted the Clerks covering six local parishes to ascertain how they 
intended to deal with the system of wholly “on-line” viewing of new applications to be 
brought into force from 1 June 2014. The resulting note had been sent to Dr. Wilding and 
the Clerk will send to other members.

27/14 HIGHWAYS
Road-name signs At the request of a single parishioner, new road-name signs had 
recently been installed by the District Council identifying Petworth Road and Gospel 
Green Road. Several objections had been raised to these. The majority of members were 
unhappy with the way this had been dealt with, and felt that the signs were inappropriate 
for the parish.
The Clerk was instructed to ask the District Council for prior notice of any future 
intention to install such signs.
Survey of parish roads. The Chairman referred to the letter dated 3 March sent  to 
the Cabinet member for roads at WSCC. He had received an acknowledgement with the 
promise of a full response to follow.

28/14 VILLAGE GREEN
The Clerk explained the position in respect of obtaining the approval from WSCC 
Highways for the installation of a “planter” at the north-west corner of the Green, this 
being a replacement for the badly damaged area of common land.
This matter had been passed to a Mr Joel Sykes, Assistant Manager Highways who had 
phoned the Clerk to say that WSCC would not approve, this despite an earlier verbal 
assurance that the Parish Council could do so ahead of the completion of a covering 
licence.
The Clerk is to try and arrange a site visit to include Mr Sykes, Mr Hayhurst and the 
Chairman.

29/14 L.R.A. APPOINTMENT OF A DIRECTOR
Mr Hayhurst had previously sent a note to all members explaining that the Council has 
the right, but not the obligation, to appoint a Director to the L.R.A. It was agreed that it 
would be desirable for a member of the Council to undertake this role and all agreed that 
Dr Tate should so represent the Council. Clerk to attend to completion.

30/14 ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE
Mr Hayhurst had previously circulated a note to all members setting out the background 
to the recently acquired right for community groups (including a Parish Council) to 
register an interest in assets which could be looked upon as having a heightened value to 
the local community.
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It was agreed that the Parish Council should consider which assets within Lurgashall 
should be so considered. Before doing so the Council would like Mr S Hansford, 
Assistant Director for Communities CDC, to attend a Council meeting and the Clerk will 
ask if he could attend the meeting to be held on 8 May 2014. This should be for 7 pm.

31/14 PLAYGROUND
Mrs Wood said there were no matters to report.

32/14 ALLOTMENTS
Mr Harden said that a minor repair was required to the entrance gate and that he would 
arrange for this to be done. He was authorised to spend up to a maximum of �30 on the 
repair.
The Clerk provided members with an up-dated schedule of income and expenditure for 
the Allotments. This showed that the net cost to the Council in 2013 was �336. For the 
coming season rental had already been paid on one additional plot and it was anticipated 
that a further two would be taken.

33/14 RIGHTS OF WAY
There was nothing to report.

34/14 CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk informed members that the next “Meeting with Parishes” will be held in 
Chichester on Thursday 1 May 2014, commencing with a buffet at 6pm. Two 
representatives of the Council may attend and the closing date for advising names is 10 
April. Members to advise Clerk if they wish to attend.

35/14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business to report.

36/14 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting is the Annual Parish Meeting on 10 April. The next Parish 
Council meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 8 May.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.41 pm.


