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Lurgashall 
 

 
Coronation Service 

Canon Nigel Nicholson 
 

Followed by celebration 
drinks and canapes 

 
14 May 
 Easter 6  

 
 10.00 am 
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Lurgashall 

 
 

Ebernoe 
  

 
Holy Communion 

Canon Nigel Nicholson 
 

Holy Communion 
  

 
21 May 

Sunday after 
Ascension Day  
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10.30 am  

 
Lurgashall 

 
    
 

Northchapel 
  

 
Holy Communion 
Rev Jack Mulder 

 
 

Holy Communion 

 
28 May 

Pentecost 
Whit Sunday 

  

 
 

10.30 am  

 
 

Ebernoe 
 
  

 
 

Holy Communion 
Joint Service 

 
  

Date Sidesman Reading Colour 

7 May John and Elizabeth 
Clark and Amanda 

Worrall 

Ephesians 3: 14-21 
Luke 22: 24-27 

White 

14 May Amanda Worrall 
and Rob Holgate 

Acts 17: 22-31 
John 14: 15-21 

White 
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From the Churchwardens

What amarvellous sight it was to see the church so full
of happy people on Easter Sunday morning! And how
lovely the church looked, decorated with beautiful
flowers and even a basket of three-day old chicks in the
porch. But the congregation soon diminished as all the children streamed out
to visit thenew-born lambsand toenjoyhunting for (far toomany!) eggs in the
churchyard. ThankyousomuchtoAndyandEllieKinnear for thechicksandthe
lambs, to Holly Monhemius and KateMurray for providing and organising the
eggs and to everyone involved in the flowers.

The church was alive and well, and as ever Canon Nigel Nicholson gave us a
marvellous service. Which brings us to the good news and the bad news bit of
this story. Thebadnews is thatalthough thepostwaswell advertised in church
publications in February andMarch, not one person applied to be considered
as our next Priest-in-Charge – so the interviews which we were expecting to
conduct at the end of April did not take place.

Thegoodnews,however, is thatour faithful teamof retiredclergyare stepping
up and continuing to give us really special services, so you will be seeing a lot
moreofCanonNigel,Michael Jacksonand JackMulder in the future. That can’t
be so bad!

The Annual ChurchMeeting was held on 19th April and we reported on all this
aswell as on the various other initiativeswhichwehavebeen running over the
past year. Wesaidayearago,whenthe interregnumstarted, thatweregarded
it as an opportunity rather than a threat – and we still do! Now that we have
got some more help on board in the PCC we are able to feel confident in the
future.

The next big event is the Coronation. We are looking forward to being able to
celebrate and commemorate this with a special service at 11 a.m. on Sunday
7thMay. Wewill be raising a glass to our newly crownedKing in the churchyard
following the service and we look forward to seeing very many of you on that
day – do please come and join us for an extra special celebration.

Elizabeth and Amanda
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LURGASHALL PARISH COUNCIL

THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY 11TH MAY 2023

AT 7.30PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL

All members of the public are welcome to attend and as usual there will be
time set aside for anyone to raise any concerns they may have in the parish.

DRAFT minutes from the last meeting are available to view on the website.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Wednesday 17th May at 7.30pm at the Village Hall
It is hoped that all village organisations will give brief presentations
together with annual reports from the Parish Council and the District

Council and County Council.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO LURGASHALL

It’s a great time toget involved in life in Lurgashall and look to the futureof our
community. The Parish Council is a team that creates that vision.

We are looking for two new members and welcome applications from
volunteers who want to ‘make a difference’.

What's involved?
Having a passion for our community, Parish Councillors are volunteers who
meet once every two months. Our mission is to maintain and improve the
Parish for all and you can support this by proposing or getting involved in local
projects, research and local conversations bringing your skills andexpertise to
the Council.
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What is the role of the Parish Council?

It is here for the local residents of Lurgashall and support the provision of
services and facilities. These range fromoutdoor community spaces, play area
and allotments to our village shop. There is a list of the activities that a Parish
Council has the power to provide but we work in collaboration with local
volunteer groups and professional bodies to help make Lurgashall a special
place to live.

Want to find out more?
If you’re interestedbutwould like tounderstandabitmore,pleasecontactour
Parish Clerk, Helen Cruikshank, at helencrk@gmail.com or one of the current
Parish Councillors if you would like an informal chat.

The official bit!
• As there were insufficient candidates put forward for the

Local Elections on 4 May, a co-option procedure will be followed for
these vacancies

• Councillors are not paid and have to abide by a local
government code of conduct

• The Parish Council is a statutory body and therefore can only do
the things for which the law gives a power

• The successful applicants will be the those who receive the
majority of votes at a meeting of the Parish Council

Mrs Helen Cruikshank
Clerk to Lurgashall Parish Council

Email: helencrk@gmail.com
Tel: 01798 860788

www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall

mailto:helencrk@gmail.com
mailto:helencrk@gmail.com
http://www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall
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Lurgashall Link Facebook
Group

A private group that operates like a notice

board and is purely for residents of our

Parish.

A space where our village community can interact and support each
other; and share up to date news, events, questions and neighbourly
requests.

Let’s all become better connected.

If you are not on Facebook and would like to get involved but don’t
know how, please get in touch via email or phone and we’d be happy to
help set you up.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lurgashalllink:

Here tosupport

Chairman
Mrs Anthea Martin-Jenkins

a.martinjenkins@btinternet.com

01428 707294

Vice-Chairman
Dr Andy Tate

a.tate@lurgashall.org

Other Councillors
Mr Ray Cooper

ray.cooper258@btinternet.com

01428 707596

Vacancy

Mr Neil Jowett

NeilPeterJowett@btinternet.com

01428 707371

Mrs Jane Landstrom

landstrom@mac.com

01428 707318

Mrs Vanessa Semmens

vanessasemmens@yahoo.co.uk

Mrs Brett Burkhart

brettburkhart@hotmail.com

Mr. Andrew Loughan

info@millfarm-lurgashall.com
01798 861218

https://www.facebook.com/groups/lurgashalllink
mailto:a.martinjenkins@btinternet.com
mailto:a.tate@lurgashall.org
mailto:ray.cooper258@btinternet.com
mailto:NeilPeterJowett@btinternet.com
mailto:landstrom@mac.com
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THE VILLAGE HALL 50:50
CLUB

April’s Lucky Winners:
1st prize: Jane Rae
2nd prize: Di Read

Please Join
It could be you next month!
Members pay between £2 and £10 per month.

Prize money is over £100 per month, with a bumper
£300+ Christmas prize.

To join call Stephen on 01428 707162 or email
srmeyer2000@hotmail.com

VILLAGE LUNCH
The next lunch will be on Monday the 15th

May. The list is in the Shop and closes on the

Thursday before the lunch. Anyone living in

the village is welcome. Please contact Erica, 01428 707162, if you have any

dietary requirements.

AFTERNOON TEA
The next afternoon tea will be on May 31st. 3 - 5 pm. Come and join us for
home made cakes tea and coffee.

mailto:srmeyer2000@hotmail.com
tel://01428%20707162
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2023Petworth
Fest iva l

BOX OFFICE OPENS 9 MAY
TICKETS AND FURTHER DETAILS AT

www.petworthfestival.org.uk 

Tuesday 11 - Saturday 29 July

221201_Petworth Summer Festival A5.indd   1221201_Petworth Summer Festival A5.indd   1 19/04/2023   16:1319/04/2023   16:13
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The Auld Fool holds forth on Law and Order and Other Matters……….

The jolly arrival of the annual Council Tax bill has prompted the Auld Fool to
muse on yet another of those ‘Changing Times’………the increased cost (he is
forking out just over £300 amonth for the limited services available to his rural
location !) and in particular the Police part has caused him to look back towhen
Whites Green was the Law and Order centre for the Parish of Lurgashall………

In the 1970’s there weremore Police Officers on the ground in this tiny rebel
enclave than there are resident PoliceOfficers North of theDowns today !!!!!

Lord Egremont’s Head
Game Keeper thenwas
one JimAplinwho lived
in Whites Green Lodge
– a fine establishment
built partly into the
PetworthParkwall –he
was supported by wife
Rene – a fine
countrywoman with a
strong Norfolk accent
and a heart of gold.

Jim reigned over a small army of game keepers – including father and son – Sid
andMike Ruddwho lived at Ragham– and aswell as the feathery game hewas
responsible for the 700 strong herd of Fallow Deer in Petworth Park.

Wearing another cap – Jim was also a long serving Special Constable who took
his duties very seriously – he served directly under another Special Constable
who held the rank of Sergeant andwho took great pleasure inmaking sure that
Jim was up to scratch – wife Rene was indeed that Sergeant and in police
matters of she ruled with a rod of iron !
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But that was not the end of the matter – Rene decided that a female ‘special’
wouldbeagreat assetwhendealingwithpolicematters involving childrenand
low and behold an infant school teacher who lived in another of the three
cottages atWhitesGreen seemedagreat candidate– so for awhile TheBadger
(AKA Mrs C) joined the Aplins in the Whites Green Constabulary……

THREE police officers to the acremakes the current Police representation look
a little sparse……………….

I am minded of Rene at this time of the year because she would be seen
annually gathering a
bucket of frog spawn
from Jacksons Lake to
rear in her garden - she
would take great
delight in releasing her
charges when the frog/
toads reached suitable
maturity.

Rene was an ecologist when David Attenborough was but a lad…..

Jimwasverymuchanold school game-
keeper – immaculately turned out on
shootingdaysandrunning thedaywith
precisionandadegreeofmilitaryorder
– onmore than one occasion sending a
guest gun home for a safety
infringement on his ‘field’.

In a rural area such as Lurgashall
shooting in its various forms still exists
– Jim was a stickler for gun safety and
taught many youngsters how to shoot
safely – he was a regular attender at
the local gun club clay pigeon shoots
where he was happy to pass his
experience on to many local
youngsters.
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The annual deer cull in
Petworth Park was at that
timeundertakenby theGame
Department with the victims
carefully selected for age/
fitness – it is hard for some
folk to understand but a herd
in a confined area with no
natural predators simply has
tobemanaged– itwasamark
of the man that this task was
undertaken with compassion
and respect.

Great neighbours and friends…….

David Cole.

Editor's Note:

In view of the above it is worth
noting that there is now a herd of
"wild" fallow deer on the lower
slopes of Blackdown in Lurgashall.
They are beginning to do a
considerable amount of damage.
Last year this herd amounted to
some 30. On one morning in April
this Spring I counted 43 in
the 30 acre field close to
our house, including
many youngsters and
several large stags.

I apologise for the quality
of the photograph. They
were a long way away.
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Lurgashall Fete 2023 – Saturday 3rd June 

See you there! 
 
Hi there from Lurgashall Fete!  Yes, the Big Day for our 2023 Fete 
approaches fast – and now we really need your help.  All the main 
attractions are booked – Vic Cracknell and his band will be the main 
entertainers again this year after their barnstorming performances over 
several years.  There’ll be lots to do for all the family: races for the 
children (and of course for the dogs!), the tug-o-war, and the famous 
monster bouncy castle and maze will be back too, plus a new special 
attraction for older kids (and adventurous adults!) – check out our social 
media feeds on Facebook and Twitter nearer the date.     
 
Time to delve at the back the cupboard for anything spare  
May is the big collections month, so we need your annual turn out to 
supply our stalls, please.  Contributions of ‘spare’ Christmas presents, 
bottles, books and good quality clothing are needed.  The contacts for all 
your generous donations to the various stalls are listed below.  Special 
request – no Books or Silent Auction prizes on Fete day – please drop 
them in advance.   
 

Stall / run by Please deliver to: 
Books 
Anne Legg 
07855 399238 

John and Barbara Kinnear (01798 860913) in their 
barn at High Hampstead Farm, ½ mile out of the 
village on High Hamstead Lane (towards Lickfold) on 
the left – but not before Saturday 20th May, please.   

Bottles 
Sophie Jowett 
07973 800664 

Call Sophie Jowett if your local door-to-door 
collection volunteer doesn’t get to you first, or drop 
off in the box at the Village Shop making it clear the 
bottles are for the Fete Bottle Stall. 

 

 

Boutique 
Caroline 
Wilding 
01428 707324 

Clothes to Andy & Ellie Kinnear’s barn at Orchard 
Park Farm, behind the Noah’s Ark on the left of the 
track between the Church and the pub.   

White 
Elephant / toys 
Cathy Nicholes 
01428 653592 

Designated stable at The Hole (at the bottom of the 
dip on Blind Lane, the road out of the village heading 
towards Northchapel) – but not before Sunday 30th 
April please. 
 

 
Budding gardeners and cooks can help too (nearer the day)! 

Stall / run by Please deliver to: 
Plants 
Elizabeth Clark 
01428 707230 

John Kinnear’s barn at High Hampstead Farm (see 
Books above) but not before Saturday 20th May, 
or to the stall on the day. 

Cakes/Produce 
Charlotte Hughes-
Chamberlain 
07976 015960 

To the stall on the day (cakes, muffins, scones, etc 
plus jam, chutney, relish etc).   

Cakes for teas 
Sally Stainton 
07810 634063 

On the day, please, to the Cricket Pavilion (cakes, 
muffins, scones, flapjacks etc.) 
 

 
Silent Auction 
If you have an idea / offer / prize for the Silent Auction, please contact Ellie 
on 01428 707381 elliekinnear6@gmail.com.   
 
Set up and take-down 
Our Field Marshal, Andy Kinnear, needs lots of people to help set up all the 
stalls and marquees on the Thursday and Friday evenings before the Fete 
and particularly at Fete close on Saturday evening (Sunday morning if wet).  
If you’re able to help, please contact him on agent@barlavington.com or 
01428 707381.  
 
Help on the day 
There are still plenty of slots for helpers on the day in all sorts of ways – 
the more the merrier!  In particular, more helpers are needed for the White 
Elephant Stall (particularly for the first half hour ‘scrum’), the Tea Stall, 
the Boutique, the Bottle Stall and to help supervise the Bouncy Castle 
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during the afternoon, even just for an hour, so that would be a great way to 
help if you just wanted a small role.  It’s great fun, and definitely a case of 
many hands make light work.  It would be fantastic to hear from you – 
either contact the stall managers listed above direct or call or email me, 
Neil Harding, on 07831 631457 / 01428 707256 or 
lurgashallfete@gmail.com. 
 
Cars 
You will be pleased to hear that, with special thanks to the Rodbers, we 
have managed to secure an extra field for parking this year.  It is on High 
Hamstead Lane and will be well signposted to pick up anyone arriving 
from Lickfold or Haslemere, so should alleviate many of the problems of 
previous years.   We also plan, as we did last year, to encourage those 
leaving the Green towards Northchapel to avoid the narrow single track 
section of Blind Lane and divert past the Village Hall down Mill Lane then 
left back to Crossways.  
 
Social media 
Finally, take a look at the Fete Facebook page and Twitter feed 
@lurgashallfete, and share/re-tweet them with your friends to spread the 
word – we’d love a bumper turnout. 
 
Roll on June 3rd! 
 
Neil Harding 
Chairman 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LURGASHALL LOCALITY 
 

 

 

Compiled by Robert Stedall  

THE LURGASHALL LOCALITY 

Compiled by Robert Stedall 

Foranyonewishingtorereadsome
of the old aricleswritten by Robert
for earlier newsletters.

He has put together a
complilation of many of them and
produced a booklet to be sold for
the benefit of the PCC. These are
avaiable in the church porch and
will also be on sale at the village
fete on 3rd June for £7.50
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Chairman 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Noah's Ark. Join us for
a drink at the bar, or for lunch or supper in our restaurant, bar

and spacious Ark room.
 

To book your table, see our current menu, or for opening hours,
what's on, and more information, please visit our website.

reservations@noahsarkinn.co.uk | 01428 707346 | noahsarkinn.co.uk
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P A C T NEWS

Petworth Area Churches Together

working together in harmony

On Saturday April 1st, our Petworth Food Bank organised a “Race Against
Hunger” event, with either awalk or a run of threemiles in Petworth Park. Over
30 of us, plus some dogs and two prams set off from the URC (United Reformed
Church) to walk in Petworth Park.

Wehad aparty atmosphere as the sunwas shining and the Parkwas looking like
Spring.

As we entered by the Cricket Lodge gate, three or four set off on a run. Their
prize?Tobe first back tograban ice cream! Indeed, after anhour’s friendlywalk,
we all returned safely to find an Ice cream van waiting to serve us. A lovely
occasion.

Our generous walkers raised over £380 for the Food Bank.

Next day, on Sunday April 2nd, our annual Palm Sunday Procession took place
in Petworth, starting at the Sacred Heart Church in Angel Street at 3pm. After
Father Peter Newsam encouraged us to transport ourselves back 2000 years
onto the streets of Jerusalem,wemoved off. At the head of the Procession,was
the Cross, followed by twodonkeys, our PACT banner, the TownBand and up to
100 followers as “the crowd”.Wewavedpalmsand sang threehymns, including
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty. At each stop, we had a short Reading from the
Gospels about Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by a Prayer.

Walking up Lombard Street to St. Mary’s Parish Church, it was quite a special
experience when the hymn singing reverberated around the buildings.

It is a small but important statement to make to the Petworth community that
Christianity is still alive!

Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com

https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/

https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/
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What to do with a blank page in the Spring? -
some local wildflowers all taken in April mostly in 2020
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LURGASHALL 
VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

Wednesday, 3rd May  
7 for 7.30pm 

Margate, Kent. 1980.    Hilary (Olivia Colman) is cinema manager 
struggling against the fading glamour of the once great Empire 
Theatre – and her own mental health. Stephen (Micheal Ward) is a 
new employee, facing colour prejudice.  
Both passionate about cinema in general, they form a bond…  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

OLIVIA COLMAN     MICHEAL WARD     TOBY JONES     COLIN FIRTH  
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support your community shop 
MAY OPENING HOURS 

 
 
 

This month there is much to celebrate including King Charles III coronation, 
warmer summer days and longer evenings, three bank holiday weekends and 
the Village Shop’s 5th Anniversary Prize Draw. Don’t forget to hand in 
competed Loyalty Cards before the deadline of 5th May with winners notified 
by email.   
 
For the convenience of our customers during the summer months, Sunday 
opening will be extended until 4.00 pm.  The Village Shop will be open every 
bank holiday Monday so please see below for details of Bank Holiday 
weekend opening hours.  For specific details of opening hours on Coronation 
Day, Saturday 6th May, please check in store or on the website.  Due to annual 
staff holiday, the Post Office will be closed from 2nd to 12th May.  Please check 
in store or on the website for details of alternative locations. 

 

 

 
BANK HOLIDAY WEEKENDS 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM CLOSED 
SUNDAY 10.00 AM 4.00 PM CLOSED 
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 9.30 AM 12.30 PM CLOSED 
 

 
GENERAL OPENING 

 OPEN CLOSE  OPEN CLOSE  
MONDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.00 AM 4.00 PM  
TUESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.00 AM 4.00 PM  
WEDNESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.00 AM 4.00 PM  
THURSDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.00 AM 4.00 PM  
FRIDAY  9.00 AM 5.00 PM  CLOSED   
SATURDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  CLOSED   
SUNDAY 10.00 AM 4.00 PM  CLOSED   
    

 

Please note the Post Office closes  
from 12.30 to 2.00 pm for staff lunch 

 

TEL 01428 707277 
EMAIL  shop@lvshop.org.uk 
WEBSITE    www.lurgashallvillageshop.uk 
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Lurgashall Archive  
 

 
George Humphrey – a local character 

 
Lurgashall old-timer George 
Humphrey was a favourite subject 
of Petworth photographer George 
Garland.  The two photos of him in 
this article were taken in 1934, just 
after he had married for the second 
time, aged 80!  After their wedding, 
George took his new wife Kate 
(aged a mere 69) to the ‘pictures’ in 
Chichester for the first time in his 
life! 
 
George was born in 1853, the 
eldest of 10 siblings.  He grew up at 
the Quell, and in 1878 he married 
Alice Etherington in Lurgashall 
Church.  They lived at Roundhurst, 

for a while at Upper Roundhurst Farm, with their growing family of seven 
sons and one daughter.  One of George’s younger brothers, James (known 
as Jim), became a gardener for Alfred Lord Tennyson at Aldworth, and 
George would often see the poet walking through Roundhurst. 
 
Like so many villagers in those days, George was a farm labourer who 
turned his hand to whatever work he could find, but for a few years around 
1911 he was a tenant farmer at Shotters Farm in Lickfold.   By the start of 
WW1, the family had settled in Windfallwood, at what is now known as 
Guardian Cottage.  Sadly, George and Alice lost two of their sons to the war. 
 
As the photographs attest, George loved his horses, but he wasn’t always 
the best at taking care of them.  A short article in the West Sussex Gazette 
100 years ago, in March 1923, reports that his lack of animal husbandry got 
him on the wrong side of the law: 

 

Our heritage 
matters 
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LURGASHALL 

Pleading guilty at Midhurst Petty Sessions 
last Thursday to cruelty to a horse by 
working it when in an unfit state, George 
Humphrey of Windfall Wood was fined £2. 
Inspector Cosway of the R.S.P.C.A. stopped 
the horse, which, with another, was drawing 
an unladen waggon on the Liphook-road 
near Shottermill Pond. Lameness in the off 
fore foot was due to low ringbone, and 
defendant admitted the horse was lame three 
days before. Asked by the Chairman why he 
worked the horse in that state, Humphrey 
said it was all right when it left the stable, 
but went lame on the road. 

 
Wife Alice died in 1924, 
but plucky George got 
himself a good 
housekeeper, widow 
Kate Garlick, nee 
Ferguson, whom he 
would drive around in 
his pony and trap and 
who became his 
second wife.  They 
continued to live in 
Windfallwood until 
Kate’s death in 1942 and George’s in 1945 at the grand age of 92. 

 
  Archive opening dates in MAY at the Village Hall: 

Wednesday 10th and 31st May, 2.30 – 5pm 
Come and visit our Lurgashall Archive exhibition tent at 

the Village Fete on Saturday 3rd June 
 

Lurgashall Archive: contact Sarah Matthews 
archive@lurgashallvillagehall.org or leave a message on 07711 690642 
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National Mills Day Events - Sunday 14th May

Burton Mill Open Day, 11am-4pm
Burton Mill, Burton Park Road, Petworth,
West Sussex, GU28 0JR
Visitors to Burton Mill will see a water-
powered heritage mill in action. We will be
milling stoneground wholemeal and white
bread flour from locally grown wheat
throughout the day. There will be working
stationary engines and other historic
machinery on display along with a small
exhibition on the history of the mill. Free
entry.

Coultershaw 'Mills Sunday', 11am-4:30pm
Coultershaw Heritage Site, Station Road, Petworth, GU28 0JE

Traction Engine ‘Surprise’ will
visit Coultershaw to
demonstrate steam-powered
wheat threshing. See a special
display on the history of
threshingandtry thehands-on
activities.
Adults £3, Under 18s free.
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JAMES BRAMSTONMA

Rector of Lurgashall 1723-1724 and 1739-1743

This is another occasional piece on the Rectors of Lurgashall.

During the 18th century, there was a new breed of clerics, generally younger
sons of the gentry, named by Thackeray as ‘Squarsons’ who joined the church
‘not through any sense of vocation, but as a socially ‘respectable’ occupation.
(Hepworth, p. 45) Such clergymen generally ‘installed an underpaid curate to
do the actual work and spentmost of their timewith the Squire’s set or visiting
places like Bath for the social life.’ (Martyn Hepworth, p. 45)

Thiswas absolutely not true of James Bramston (1694-1744), a clergymanwith
a social conscience and an equally biting wit. Lurgashall was lucky to have him.
He was born at Little Baddow in Essex in 1694 and educated at Westminster
School and Christ Church, Oxford, graduating as BA in 1717 andMA in 1720. He
was the son of Francis Bramston (1654-1702), a ‘Colonel in the Guards’ and his
wife, Sarah Glascock. Francis was the fourth son of Sir Moundeford Bramston,
Master of Chancery, and grandson of the Lord Chief Justice, Sir John Bramston
(appointed in 1635) of Skreens, Roxwell in Essex.

In March 1723, at the age of twenty-nine, James was appointed Rector of
Lurgashall, the gift of which was then held by Oxford University. In 1725, he
received a dispensation also to becomeVicar of Harting but seemsonly to have
served there from1739 to1744. Inscriptionsonpatons and flagons given to the
church show that he married Elizabeth, the daughter of the Rev. Thomas
Francklyn, the Rector of Chalton, in Hampshire. Elizabethwas born there on 27
June1687, but it doesnot appear that theyhad children.He latermarried Joyce
Keche (?)bywhomhehadadaughter, ElizabethbaptisedatStAndrew,Holborn
in 1738.

Bramston is better known as a satirical poet using verse to lampoon politicians
and any other culprits of whom he disapproved. He was in no doubt of the
power of his rhyming verse from which he seems to have amassed a
considerable income, He wrote:
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Verse without rhyme I never could endure,
Uncouth in numbers, and in sense obscure.
To him as Nature, when he ceas'd to see,
Milton's an universal Blank to me.
Confirm'd and settled by the Nations voice,
Rhyme is the poet's pride, and people’s choice.
Always upheld by national Support,
Of Market, University, and Court:

In 1729 he wrote The Art of Politicks, a satirical
booklet based onDe Arte Poetica by Horace. This
was followed in 1733 by The Man of Taste,
satirising Alexander Pope’s work of the same
namewritten about The Earl of Burlington. In The
Art of Politicks, he lampoons the lifestyle of a
typical young man in Parliament. This is a short
extract:

Loud in his wine, in women not o’er nice,
He damns his uncles if they give advice;
Votes as his father did when there’s a call,
But had much rather never vote at all.
We take a different turn at twenty-six,
And lofty thoughts on some lord’s daughter fix;
With men in pow’r strict friendship we pursue,
With some considerable post in view.
A man of forty years to change his note.
One way to speak, and t’other way to vote;
Careful his tongue in passions to command,
Avoid the bar, and speakers’ reprimand.

In another extract (probably referring to a member of the Gordon-Lennox
family) he records:
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When the Duke’s grandson for the county stood,
His beef was fat and his October good;
His Lordship took each ploughman by the fist,
Drank to their sons, their wives and daughters kissed;
But when strong beer their free-born hearts inflames,
They sell him bargains and they call him names.
Thus is it deemed in English nobles wise,
To stoop for no one reason but to rise!

His works, ‘the former political, the latter social, are scarcely excelled by any
writer of the eighteenth century’. In Dallaway and Cartwright’s History of
Sussex, he is described as: ‘a man of original humour, the fame and proofs of
whose colloquial wit are still remembered in this part of Sussex’. His complete
works are held in the British Museum.

Despite all his political writing, ‘he
definitely maintained an interest in the
village’. (Hepworth, p. 46) He was a
considerablebenefactor toStLaurence’s,
providing a legacy to contribute to the
rebuilding the chancel and, in 1731
refurbishing the church at his own
expense. In 1742, the original five bells,
which had been used since the 16th
century, had become cracked, and he
contributed to the cost of recasting them
into a set of three. ‘He was certainly
responsible for reviving religious interest
and activity in the village, then at a very
low ebb’. (Hepworth, p. 46) Hewasmuch
lamented when he died on 16 March 1744 and was buried at Chalton in
Hampshire next to the grave of his first wife, Elizabeth Franklyn.

Sources:
Hepworth, Martyn, A Sussex Village (The Story of Lurgashall over 2000
Years) 1991
Lower, M. A. The Worthies of Sussex: Biographical Sketches, 1865
Ancestry.com
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LURGASHALL CRICKET CLUB 
 
Some appalling weather hasn’t prevented us from making plans for the coming 
season which will really get going after the end of May, when the sun will be shining 
(ever the optimist!) in good time for the Village Fete. 
 
Here are May Fixtures: 
 

7  Sun 2pm Chiddingfold u11 girls v Cranleigh 
13  Sat 1pm Grayswood 3rd XI v  
17  Wed 6pm Chiddingfold u10 v Blackheath 
21  Sun 10am Grayswood Juniors 
27  Sat 1pm Grayswood 3rd XI v  
28  Sun 1pm Jolyon Wellington 
31  Wed 6pm Chiddingfold women v Slinfold 

 
We have one excellent groundsman who looks after the cricket square, another who 
mows the green on our smart new mower, and a third person who rolls the square 
on our ancient but reliable roller. So we are well off for machinery to do all of these 
important tasks - and we are strong financially. 
However, the one thing Ray Cooper and I really do need is someone to help with 
the administration of the Club. 
 
Everyone who plays here thoroughly enjoys doing so, and Cricket is still an integral 
part of Lurgashall summers. So, if you enjoy cricket and would like to help us to 
preserve this long standing village activity, please get in touch. We have maintained 
a long tradition of cricket being played in the village for more than 150 years. 
 
When I joined the Club in 1983, I felt privileged to play alongside Gary, Roger, Glynn, 
the D-Ts, Heimanns and their children  - to name but a few. I recall one match when 
there were nine players called Sharp! 
 
And those teas…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Malcolm Caird 
Secretary 
01428-708120 
CairdKM@gmail.com 
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On Tuesday May 2nd, Chloe Sayer will give a talk on
“The Incas and their predecessors
through their Art and Textiles”

Ancient Peruvian burial grounds have
yielded up dazzling gold work, fine

ceramic vessels and some of
the richest textiles in the world.

On Tuesday June 6th, Steven Desmond will give a talk on
The Odd Couple - The Gardens of
Edwin Lutyens & Gertrude Jekyll

Edwin Lutyens, well known for his
drawings and elaborate jokes, and the eccentric

Gertrude Jekyll became the talk of Edwardian society.

Talks held at 2pm in Fittleworth Village Hall RH20 1JB
Doors open 1.40. Coffee & tea afterwards

Non-members welcome for £7 (cash, please)
Contact Jackie Buckler on 01903411086

or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org



May 2023 Lurgashall Parish 31

 
      TWILIGHTS ENTERTAINMEN T 
 
 

Create your dream event with Twilights Entertainment. 

Our friendly team are here to help you every step of the 

way and will make your dreams a reality. 

If you’re looking for Party DJ’s, Photo Booths, Dancefloors, 

Venue Lighting, Fun Foods and lots more, then do please 

check out our website. It’s teeming with ideas and 

inspiration with exciting    party options to delight and 

mesmerize guests of all ages. We would love to hear from 

you. 

Warm Regards  

Keith Connors 
 
 

Telephone 

01428 645894 
Mobile 

07775 778535 

Email 

keith@twilights.co.uk 

Website 

www.twilights.co.uk 

The April oil order for c21,000 litres has been placed with Local
Fuels at 62 ppl + VAT.
The next order will be placed in the first week of June.
I send an email to members on the first of eachmonth asking if they
want to join that delivery and how much they estimate they might
need. This is a community group and there is no fee for joining nor
any commission taken. The price varies fromweek to week. I order
every month in the winter and every other month from April to
September.
Annabel Grout

LURGASHALL OIL BUYING GROUP
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Specialist in Quality Fitted and Free-standing Furniture, including 
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Home Offices and Libraries. 

 Full Design service available. 
 

 Martin Taylor 

Designer, Joiner & Cabinet Maker 

Mobile  07704-524252 

Home 01798-867471 

email:-martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk 

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk 
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Specialist in Quality Fitted and Free-standing Furniture, including 
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Home Offices and Libraries. 

 Full Design service available. 
 

 Martin Taylor 

Designer, Joiner & Cabinet Maker 

Mobile  07704-524252 

Home 01798-867471 

email:-martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk 

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk 

ADRIAN HOARE TREE SURGEON
07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk
info@aphtreecare.co.uk
Tree Surgery, Hedge Maintenance,
Site Clearance
Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

Full and half size plots available

£28/£15 per year including water

For more information please contact:

Jane Landstrom

Allotment Manager, Lurgashall Parish Council

01428 707318 / landstrom@mac.com
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Clear All Pest 
Control 

Fully qualified professional 
country services 

Specialising in Wasps, Mice, 
Rats, Hornets, Moles, etc. 

Phone Dean on 07768 986338 

 www.clearallpestcontrol.com  

Qualified experienced and hardworking
tree care and pruning experts 

Tree felling and removal
Pollarding
Stump grinding
Crown reduction
Crown thinning
Crown lifting



May 2023 Lurgashall Parish 35

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 ZZZ�SULVPZLQGRZFOHDQLQJOWG�FRP 
 
 
 
 3URPSW�DQG�)ULHQGO\�/RFDO�6HUYLFH 
 
 3KRQH�)UDQ�RQ������������� 
 
 (VW��VLQFH������ 

 

Clear All Pest 
Control 

Fully qualified professional 
country services 

Specialising in Wasps, Mice, 
Rats, Hornets, Moles, etc. 

Phone Dean on 07768 986338 

 www.clearallpestcontrol.com  

Rob's Well Rotted FARMYARD MANURE
probably the best in the South!

Tel: 0771 359 1908

The Midhust Yellow
bus comes to
Lurgashall on
Tuesdays
For the timetable visit:

www.midhurstyellowbus.org.uk.

For all other enquires call 07879556568
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New Advertisements are welcome

Advertisers who live in the parish or whose business is in the parish
¼ page £40 per annum £4 per month
½ page £70 per annum £7 per month
Full page £130 per annum £13 per month

External Advertisers
¼ page £65 per annum £6.50 per month
½ page £130 per annum £13 per month
Inside page £250 per annum £25 per month
Back page £300 per annum £30 per month

Sizes Height Width
1/4 page portrait 90mm 63mm
1/4 page landscape 50mm 130mm
1/2 page landscape 90mm 130mm
Full page 210 mm 148mm

Print quality PDF or JPG preferred. Please contact liz@stedall.com

There is no difference in price for colour advertisements.

From the Editor

For those of you who do not know, the lovely title page of the News is
produced every month by Jax Lawson with some small assistance fromme.
She is full of ideas and provides something different for each issue. This
month I took the photograph in Cornwall in May but Jax has made the most
of the colours.
The Lurgashall News is distributed free to every Lurgashall household.
Copies are also available in the Shop, the Church, Lodsworth Larder, the
Northchapel Shop and online at
http://www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall/
If you would like to place an advertisement please contact me. Full details
are on this page. Thank you. Liz
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Curtain & Soft furnishing
Making Service

Carole Jewell
01730 815144
07764233234

carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

 

 
 

HASLEMERE LOG MAN 
Tel:  01428 641739  

Email: info@haslemerelogman.co.uk 
 

FIREWOOD – SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 
 

Seasoned hardwood logs for both open fires 
and log burners 

Available in netted bags, bulk bags, or larger 
loose loads. Logs may be cut to size on 

request. Our standard log sizes are 
approximately 9-10”, 11-12” 

also 
Kindling in netted bags 

 

Free delivery 10-mile radius for all orders 
over £45.   

Please visit our website for more info 
www.haslemerelogman.co.uk  
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Local carer plus housesitting
I have worked in the area for several years and can provide
excellent references. I have a valid DBS, drivers licence and a
level 2 caring qualification. Some of the services I offer
include :- Housesitting, weekends or longer, carer breaks,
personal care, companionship,
shopping, basic cooking and
light housekeeping.
If you would like to chat
further, please email:
annemieke.hall@gmail.com or
07921579792
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Fete 07831 631457 lurgashallfete@gmail.com

Newsletter 07768 056733 liz@stedall.com

Oil syndicate 01798 861459 amgrout@hotmail.com

Priest in Charge

Shop 01428 707277 lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com

Village Hall booking 07796 162304 admin@lurgashallvillagehall.org

Village lunch 01428 707162 erica.meyer@rocketmail.com

Village tea 01428 707522 Rose Dillon-Thiselton

Police non-emergency 101

Southern Electric emergency 08000 72 72 82

Southern Electric Power Cut 105

Southern Water emergency 0800 820 999

Church www.achurchnearyou.com/stlaurence-lurgashall

Parish Council www.lurgashall.org

Village Hall www.lurgashallvillagehall.org

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Please send new contributions or advertisements by the 18th of each month
by email to liz@stedall.com. 07768 056733 or deliver to Lower Hanger, Dial
Green, GU28 9HA. Lower Hanger is first on the left up the bridleway towards
Erica and Stephen Meyer.

Details of costs, format and sizes of advertisements are on Page 37.


