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Everyone has seen the amazing TV war footage of the unmanned Reaper & Predator ‘Drone’ 

aircraft operating in the Middle East, controlled by a pilot in the UK or the USA. This is just 
the acceptable public tip of the iceberg in terms of drone or UAV operation.  In early August 
2021 the UN conference in Geneva on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems highlighted 
how widely differing are the views of the various countries and authorities of the world.   

Peter is currently Professor of Applied Ethics, and the Director ‘Security and Risk Research 
and Innovation’ at the university of Portsmouth. His research spans the ethical and other 
human aspects of drone operations in military, policing and wider security contexts, and the 
ethics of autonomous weapon systems.  

From his background as an RAF chaplain(2001-08), and then his subsequent years as a lecturer 
in ‘Ethics and War’ at the RAF College, Cranwell,  Prof Peter Lee will describe how those 
experiences, led to him being granted unprecedented research access to the two RAF Reaper 
(drone) squadrons for his latest book, Reaper Force: Inside Britain’s Drone Wars(2018) and 
also an increasing number of academic papers. 

The presentation will highlight some of the personal challenges faced by the crews involved, 
as they move between war and peace each day.  Being one of the world’s leading experts in 
his field on ‘Remote Air Warfare’, Peter Lee will this evening, enlighten the audience as to 
the operations of these aircraft, and will conclude with some of the organisational challenges 
facing the RAF, as remote air warfare develops in the twenty-first century. 
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